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The Council on the

Environment estimates that

more than three million

New Yorkers live in neighbor-

hoods with no large parks near-

by, underscoring the vital 

importance of community gar-

dens for open-space- deprived,

inner-city communities.

Join Bette's Garden Club today

and help to make

Bette Midler's dream of

a cleaner, greener

New York a reality for

ALL New Yorkers.

NEW YORK RESTORATION PROJECT

The New York Restoration Project (NYRP) carries out
founder Bette Midler's dream of a cleaner and green-
er New York. We work through unique public-private
partnerships to reclaim, restore, and revitalize under-
served parks, community gardens, and open space in
New York City, primarily in economically disadvantaged
neighborhoods. We invest in the communities we
serve by providing ongoing maintenance, horticultural
and management support, and environmental educa-
tion and recreational programs. NYRP believes that
every individual has the right to a beautiful neighbor-
hood and the responsibility for contributing to its care.
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BETTE MIDLER’S DREAM OF A CLEANER, greener New
York is steadily coming true, through the work of her
New York Restoration Project. Since its founding
in 1995, NYRP has removed over 80,000 tons of
garbage from project sites, cleaned more than 400
acres of under-resourced parkland, created Swindler
Cove Park on an illegal dumping ground, built the
Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse on the Harlem River,
and served over 5,000 at-risk youngsters with free
environmental education and recreational programs.

AS A MEMBER OF BETTE'S GARDEN CLUB, you can sup-
port another cornerstone of our mission—revitalizing
community gardens throughout New York City. In
1999, NYRP joined the effort to rescue 114 city-
owned gardens threatened with sale to commercial
developers. We purchased 60 of the neediest gardens
and created the New York Garden Trust to ensure
that they remain open space in perpetuity.

THE ROOTS OF COMMUNITY GARDENS RUN DEEP in
New York—they are oases of green in neighborhoods
where concrete is the norm. When cared for, com-
munity gardens build stronger communities by
providing safe and vibrant gathering places in some
of New York's most distressed neighborhoods. 

WITH GENEROUS GIFTS FROM PRIVATE AND CORPORATE

donors, NYRP has completely restored and endowed
a growing number of its community gardens and is
steadily making capital enhancements in the rest.
These include installing new fencing and water
sources, repairing sidewalks, landscaping, creating play
and seating areas, and building raised planting beds.
NYRP works closely with local gardeners and provides
ongoing support in the form of plant materials, 
supplies, and workshops. All garden enhancements
are made with the input and participation of commu-
nity gardeners and groups who utilize these valuable
open spaces. 

AND USED THEY ARE! NYRP’s community gardens are
active with block parties, film screenings, musical per-
formances, and holiday celebrations. In addition to
our community garden programming for children and
adults, we encourage every community's distinctive
cultural contributions, which give each garden its
unique character.

IN RETURN FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF NYRP'S COMMUNITY

gardens, we invite Bette's Garden Club members to
participate in a series of lectures and special events
planned exclusively for them and featuring noted
authors, designers, urban planners, and horticulturists.
Past speakers have included Alice Waters, award-win-
ning organic chef and founder of Chez Panisse; Adam
Gopnik, acclaimed author and New Yorker staff writer,
and Christo and Jeanne-Claude, celebrated artists and
creators of The Gates project in Central Park. Many
Garden Club events are attended by NYRP founder
Bette Midler.

CATEGORIES & BENEFITS

ROSE PAT RO N $1,250 - $2,499
• Invitations to a seasonal series of exclusive programs and events,

including visits to private and public gardens, and lectures by noted
landscape designers, urban planners, and horticulturists.

• A flowering cherry tree is planted in your name, or one you choose
to honor, in one of NYRP’s parks or community gardens.

• Invitations to gala benefits and special events.
• 10% discount on dining at the New Leaf Café.
• Annual recognition in Good Dirt, NYRP’s informative and 

lively newsletter.
• All of your gift is tax-deductible.

W I L D F L OWER FELLOW $2,500 - $4,999
All of the above, plus:

• A bench engraved with your name, or one you choose to 
honor, in one of our community gardens.

• Discount on the rental of the New Leaf Café for weddings,
private or corporate events.

• All but $250 of your gift is tax-deductible.

A M E R I CAN BEECH PA RT N E R $5,000 - $9,999
All of the above, plus:

• Invitation to a park tour led by NYRP’s President.
• Priority reservations for Bette’s Garden Club events.
• All but $350 of your gift is tax-deductible.

M AGNOLIA SPONSOR $10,000 - $24,999
All of the above, plus:

• One complimentary rental of the New Leaf Café for a 
private or corporate event.

• Complimentary dinner for two at the New Leaf Café.
• All but $480 of your gift is tax-deductible.

RED MAPLE LEADER $25,000 - $49,999
All of the above, plus:

• A private tour of our parks led by NYRP’s President, followed 
by lunch for you and four guests at the New Leaf Café.

• Four complimentary tickets to a gala event.
• All but $900 of your gift is tax-deductible.

WHITE OAK BENEFAC TO R $50,000 and abov e
All of the above, plus:

• “A Picnic in the Park with Bette”– a private tour of our parks 
for you and up to four guests, followed by a picnic in the park with
NYRP’s Founder.

• Six complimentary tickets to a gala event.
• All but $1,400 of your gift is tax-deductible.

B E T T E ’ S
GARDEN CLUB

Bette Midler, Founder of the NewYork Restoration Project

Iglesias Pentecostal Community Garden before, and after


