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D E A R F R I E N D S ,
Looking back over NYRP’s first ten years, I’m

bursting with pride when I see where we started,

what we’ve accomplished, and where we’re going.

Yes, at times I have even wondered what have 

we gotten ourselves into?! But as NYRP has

worked to clean and green our city’s underserved

neighborhoods and forgotten open spaces, we

have held tightly to our guiding principles: never

give up and encourage everyone to do their part.

Our commitment to park and community

garden restoration is for the long haul.We simply

refuse to allow these precious public amenities to

again experience the decline that made them such

dispiriting and dangerous eyesores in their com-

munities.And none of NYRP’s accomplishments

would have been possible without support from

our community and funding partners.

Look at the exemplary leadership of commu-

nity gardeners—like Melveena Hart in Manhattan,

Carina Bostic in Brooklyn, and Francisco “Paco”

Delgado in the Bronx—who are creating new

visions of beauty and hope in their neighbor-

hoods. Enthusiastic teachers, like Lisette Piguero

at P.S. 5 and Emmy Matias at Muscota New

School, and their students carry our message of

environmental stewardship forward. Corporate

sponsors, such as Rodale Inc. and The Tiffany &

Co. Foundation, continue to step up and give back

to the larger community. City, state, and federal

agencies have increased their support for this

important work, as have private individuals, such

as Linda Allard and Amy Goldman.Ten years ago,

we had a good idea—to restore New York City’s

under-resourced open spaces for this and future

generations. Good ideas inspire good works, as

your continued support exemplifies. It is a joy and

honor to share NYRP’s first decade of success

with you. Here’s to our next ten!

Bette Midler
Founder

THE NEW YORK RESTORATION PROJECT (NYRP) carries out founder Bette Midler’s dream of a
cleaner, more beautiful New York. NYRP restores, develops, and revitalizes underserved parks,
community gardens, and open space in New York City.  
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Celebrating
Ten Years of NYRP!
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O
N BEHALF OF NYRP’S BOARD OF TRUSTEES and our partners in the
field, I invite you to review our first decade of accomplishments featured
in this issue of Good Dirt. As a fitting start to our next decade of service,
we are very pleased to welcome Julia Erickson to NYRP as our new

Executive Director. For the past 11 years, Julia served as Executive Director for City Har-
vest, the world’s oldest nonprofit food rescue organization. We are delighted to have such
a capable leader at the helm.

In June, we’re celebrating the openings of NYRP’s Rodale Pleasant Park Community
Garden and The Family Garden, sponsored by The Tiffany & Co. Foundation, both located
in East Harlem. This grand occasion is marked by our Fourth Annual Spring Picnic—co-
chaired by Fernanda Kellogg, Frank Pellegrino, Ardath Rodale, and Maria Rodale, with
Honorary Chairs Glenn Close and Robert De Niro—and held in Thomas Jefferson Park
adjacent to these vibrant community gardens.

On October 31, NYRP will host Hulaween 2005, a gala celebration of our Tenth
Anniversary, where environmental activists Sting and Trudie Styler will be honored with
our annual “Wind Beneath My Wings”Award.We will also celebrate Bette’s 60th birthday
with a special performance by Sir Elton John. Please join us to toast our Divine Founder
and NYRP’s first 10 years.

As you’ll read in this issue, restoring New York’s parks and community gardens takes
more than plants and perspiration—it also means educating the hearts and minds of New
Yorkers, starting with the youngest. From the beginning, Bette Midler understood that 
education positively influences behavior and is critical to reversing open-space neglect in
the city’s most challenged neighborhoods. NYRP’s Environmental Education program is
growing and reaching more city kids with expanded activities in our parks and gardens, as
well as public school classrooms.

Our Tenth Anniversary year finds us continuing our park maintenance efforts in
Highbridge, Fort Tryon, and Fort Washington Parks; further developing Roberto Clemente
State Park and Bridge Park; and expanding our roster of community garden restorations
and endowments. Inspired by the vision and energy of our founder, we passionately
embrace our next decade of “cleaning and greening.”We encourage you to contribute to
NYRP’s work: become a member, plant a tree in someone’s honor, name a community 
garden bench or racing shell, or pull up your sleeves as a volunteer and join the fun! We
welcome your support.

Sincerely,

Benjamin F. Needell, Esq.
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BETTE MIDLER FOUNDED the non-profit

New York Restoration Project (NYRP) in 1995 to

carry out her dream of a cleaner, more beautiful 

New York. NYRP reclaims, restores, and develops under

resourced parks, community gardens, and 

open space throughout New York City, primarily in

economically disadvantaged neighborhoods. NYRP

invests in the communities it serves by providing 

ongoing maintenance and environmental education

and recreational programs.

NYRP MAJOR PROJECTS INCLUDE:

• Swindler Cove Park

• Riley-Levin Children’s Garden

• Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse

• FortTryon Park

• New Leaf Café

• Highbridge Park

• Roberto Clemente State Park

• Bridge Park

• 24 community gardens in Brooklyn

• 18 community gardens in the Bronx

• 17 community gardens in Manhattan

• 4 community gardens in Queens

• 1 community garden in Staten Island

• Environmental Education and

Recreational Programs
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FORT TRYON PARK

NEW LEAF C AFÉ

SWINDLER COVE PARK

RILEY-LEVIN CHILDREN’S

GARDEN

PETER JAY SHARP 

BOATHOUSE

FORT WASHINGTON PARK

HIGHBRIDGE PARK

ROBERTO CLEMENTE

STATE PARK

BRIDGE PARK
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NYRP also maintains a community garden
in Staten Island.

N E W  YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C T 3

FORT TRYON PARK & NEW LEAF CAFÉ:Take M4 bus to last stop (Fort Tryon Park–The Cloisters), or
take A train to 190th Street.

SWINDLER COVE PARK (Riley-Levin Children's Garden & Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse): take 1 train to
Dyckman Street, turn right on Dyckman and walk 1/5 mile to intersection of 10th Ave. and Harlem
River Drive. Continue south on Harlem River Drive—Swindler Cove Park is on your left and lower
Highbridge Park is on your right. For upper Highbridge Park, take M101 bus along St. Nicholas Ave. and
exit around 189th Street.

FORT WASHINGTON PARK:Take 1, 9, or C train to 168th Street or M4 bus to 165th Street; walk west
on 165th to park.

ROBERTO CLEMENTE STATE PARK AND BRIDGE PARK: In the Bronx, take Bx40 or Bx42 bus.

Go to www.mta . in fo for  subway and bus maps .
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NYRP’S ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

program began with a handful of
kids from Washington Heights and

the South Bronx, a small garden, and Satur-
day bike hikes on the reclaimed pathways of
Highbridge Park. Ten years later, NYRP edu-
cators now serve 800 kids in five schools in
northern Manhattan and the South Bronx in
biweekly in-school programs and field trips,
and 400 kids from ten schools and youth
development groups in weekly after-school
and summer programs, including a gardening
club, boatbuilding, rowing, and Saturday bicy-
cling. Many factors have combined to spur
this successful growth: hiring Jane Jackson,
Director of Programming, in 2002, and Philip
Coffin, Director of Education, who started as
NYRP’s first AmeriCorps educator in 2001;
the opening of NYRP’s Swindler Cove Park
in 2003; increasing support from private and
corporate donors; and expanding the NYRP
education staff.

Whether it’s one student or one thou-
sand, environmental education means spark-
ing a lifelong passion for open space in each
youngster. NYRP is accomplishing this with
innovative curricula, classroom instruction,
and outdoor activities that have grown more
versatile and sophisticated over the past year.
Rachelle De Clerck joined NYRP in fall
2004 (see profile) as the Aquatic Science

Coordinator. Along with Juan Acosta
(Environmental Educator) and Philip Coffin,
this team has refocused the program to cover
ecosystems represented in NYRP’s major
worksites.

During the winter and spring quarters,
De Clerk and Elaine Klein, an AmeriCorps
member from San Antonio, tag teach about
forty 90-minute lessons at P.S. 5, Muscota
New School, and I.S. 218, where their class-
es range from 25 to 60 kids. Lessons are
designed for Fort Tryon, Highbridge and
Swindler Cove Parks, which are a short walk
from partner schools, or for the classroom in
inclement weather.

“The Incredible Journey,” a lesson on
the water cycle, includes vocabulary—i.e.,
precipitation, runoff, evapotranspiration—
and an interactive chart and worksheet.
Later, students prepare skits using the con-
cepts they’ve learned. In some schools,
NYRP’s visit is the only science instruction
the students receive, and there is always a
journal or homework assignment that is col-
lected and graded. After each session De
Clerck and Klein write an evaluation of the
class. “I had to make the assignments harder
because the kids were racing through them,”
says De Clerck about her Muscota 5th grade
students, who are doing 8th grade work,
some even asking for extra assignments. “I

love to push them beyond what they think
they’re capable of, and they are surprised
themselves at how well they do.” 

Further demonstrating this point, Juan
Acosta’s soil-testing class with 4th and 5th
graders in Ms. Peguero’s P.S. 5 classroom
introduces students to sand, silt, and clay
and the characteristics of healthy soil. As the
students test samples for nitrates, phospho-
rus and potassium, Acosta talks about
mango trees and working his grandfather’s
farm in Puerto Rico. Most of the students are
new arrivals from Puerto Rico and the
Dominican Republic, and the lesson is con-
ducted in both English and Spanish. On
other days, Acosta works with students from
I.S. 229 in the South Bronx to plant
seedlings in the school’s rooftop garden, a
facility built by NYRP in 2003.

“These kids have been transplanted to
New York just like a plant, so they’re in a
state of shock,” says Acosta, a Navy veteran
with a degree in geography and early child-
hood education. “We incorporate what
they’re familiar with so they make a connec-
tion between their old and new homes. That
can be a harsh transition, so it’s important to
reassure the kids that it’s okay to make mis-
takes—that’s why we do experiments.”

In early spring, while the trees are still
bare, Philip Coffin takes his I.S. 218 7th
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Above left: Philip Coffin, NYRP Education Director, and students in Fort Tryon Park. Lower left & right: Student gardeners from New York City public schools.



As NYRP interns, Elvin Vasquez (l) and Jhonatan Santos
(r), seniors at Bronx International High School and origi-
nally from the Dominican Republic, provide invaluable
program support. "NYRP gives me the opportunity to
make a difference in my community," says Santos, who
plans to study computers in college. "NYRP has taught
me a lot about the environment and how to work with
little kids," says Vasquez, who wants to study medicine.

N E W  YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C T 5

grade classes across the street to Fort Tryon
Park for a “geology walk.” Formations of
Manhattan schist are easy to point out in
the leafless landscape, and the leaves on
the ground make for soft landings when the
students receive basic rock-climbing
instruction. This outing is an occasion to
teach plate tectonics, which Coffin demon-
strates by having a cluster of students hold
and move umbrellas above their heads.

“Our lessons should be so well planned
and carried out that classroom manage-
ment isn’t an issue,” says Coffin, whose eas-
ily distracted 7th grade boys are reluctant to
climb the park’s steep paths and even more
concerned about dirtying their new trainers
and jeans. “I want these kids to be so excit-
ed by our program that all the other issues
and challenges in their lives fall to the side
and they get a really great, pure experience
of science and the outdoors. That’s maybe
a little unrealistic, but I think you need to
have lofty goals in order to have an out-
standing program.”

Initially, NYRP environmental educa-
tion programs were individually tailored for
teachers and classes. Now, the demand is so
high for Coffin and his team—which also
includes several AmeriCorps members and
high school interns (a new NYU intern pro-
gram may begin next year)—that regret-
tably teachers are turned away and stream-
lining the curriculum has become essential.
NYRP educators now enter the classroom
with detailed lesson plans, worksheets, and
resource materials for each of the three sci-
ence tracks. The program, which conforms
to state education standards, is shopped
around neighborhood public schools at the
beginning of the school year when princi-
pals and teachers decide which tracks to
incorporate.

Emmy Matias, a 5th grade teacher at
Muscota New School, appreciates how in
sync the program is with the needs of her
classroom. “NYRP’s approach to science is
hands-on, which isn’t something the kids
usually get. NYRP educators extend what’s
already happening in the classroom, which
keeps the lessons seamless, and I learn
things that I can try later.” Fellow teacher

Kathy Gutierrez sees the program as a com-
plement: “NYRP covers topics that fall out-
side the mandated curriculum and helps us
take advantage of the nature in our back-
yard. For many of our kids, this may be the
only time they get out into the parks.”

NYRP’s after-school programs feature
valuable hands-on activities. Arlene
Cabrera, a P.S. 5 student enrolled in
NYRP’s garden club at the Riley-Levin
Children’s Garden, says, “It’s been fun—
we’ve learned teamwork and to trust each
other.” Arlene and fellow garden clubbers
will grow flowers, herbs, and vegetables
throughout the spring and summer months.

Students in Jeff Weber’s boatbuilding
program have built two Whitehall boats
from cedar and oak over the school year. As
they’ve measured, cut, planed, and glued
and riveted planks, the youngsters have
learned about New York City maritime his-
tory. As the boats near completion, Weber
leads the students in a boat-naming exer-
cise. He suggests a universal name to
include everyone (Unity, Freedom,
Endeavor), a mythical or astronomical
name (Medusa, Cygnus, Poseidon), or a sci-
ence-based name related to the Harlem
River (Spartina, Star Fish, Quahog), where
the students launch their boats at the end
of the program.

“The most engaging lessons are the
ones where kids have tools in their hands
and feel ownership of their project,” notes
Coffin. “When the classes are hands-on
and relevant to the local community, the
kids see how they play a role in larger envi-
ronmental and social systems.” NYRP's
Environmental Education Program is gen-
erously supported by the Council of the
City of New York, Educational Foundation
of America, The Pinkerton Foundation,
Toys 'R Us Children's Fund, Con Edison,
The Heckscher Foundation for Children,
The Hudson River Foundation, The
Millman Harris & Romano Foundation,
Bloomingdale's Fund of the Federated
Department Stores Foundation,
Timberland, Greenpoint Foundation, The
Lucius Littauer Foundation, and NYRP
members.

Juan Acosta, NYRP 
Environmental Educator, and P.S. 5
students.

NYRP Bicycling Club on Harlem River Esplanade.

4th graders with water-cycle activity at 
Muscota New School.

Student gardeners in Rodale Pleasant Park
Community Garden.
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In July 1995, Bette gathered friends and volunteers and conducted her first
cleanup in Fort Washington Park. After consulting open-space experts, Bette
seized on the then-novel idea of developing public-private partnerships to
increase support for the city’s under-resourced parks. She launched NYRP
in 1995 with a personal investment of $250,000, a small crew, and a guiding
mantra—“We are the conservancy of forgotten places.”

Since then, NYRP has deployed full-time crews to clean and help main-
tain some of New York City’s least served and most endangered parks,
including Fort Washington, Highbridge and Sherman Creek, where thou-
sands of pounds of trash, tires, and debris were cleared from the Harlem
River waterfront. Our field crews are composed of NYRP staff and Ameri-
Corps members, who volunteer a year of national service through the U.S.
Corporation for National and Community Service. Since 1995, we’ve
removed over 80,000 tons of garbage from project sites, cleaned more than
400 acres of under-resourced parkland, and conducted major horticultural
projects, including ornamental planting and native forest restoration. 

T HE NEW YORK RESTORATION PROJECT'S 

successful decade of “cleaning and green-

ing” underserved city parks and community

gardens was set in motion by one person, our

founder Bette Midler. When Bette moved back to

New York City in 1994, she was shocked by the

trash, neglect, and decaying infrastructure that

threatened some of New York City's oldest parks.

"I was driving up the West Side Highway and saw

that this beautiful ribbon of parkland had been

trashed—with plastic bags in the trees and tires,

bottles and garbage everywhere. It just stabbed my

hear t,"  said Bette, describing For t Washington Park.

T

Fort Washington Park, site of first NYRP cleanup in 1995. Iglesia Pentecostal Community Garden
in lower Manhattan, restored in 2002.

City Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe, State Commissioner
Bernadette Castro, and Governor George E. Pataki with 2002
Governor’s Parks and Preservation Award honoree, Bette Midler.

Bette Midler at 
Sherman Creek cleanup,
1995.

New Leaf Café, opened in 2001.
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NYRP has “taken on parks in areas no one else would think of taking on,
let alone succeed,” says Commissioner Adrian Benepe, City of New York
Department of Parks & Recreation. Our biggest success to date has been
the creation of Swindler Cove Park, a collaboration of NYRP and the New
York State Department of Transportation opened in August 2003. This
new city park, which is now officially maintained and managed by NYRP, 
is home to the Riley-Levin Children’s Garden (dedicated in November
2003) and the Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse (opened in June 2004), both
funded through generous individual and foundation gifts.

Our newest reclamation projects are in the South Bronx. At the
request of New York State Parks, we began cleanup and major redevelop-
ment of the southern end of Roberto Clemente State Park in the spring of
2003. A few months later NYRP initiated a  first-time restoration and
development of the adjacent 100-year-old city-owned Bridge Park. 

In an entirely different sort of restoration, NYRP turned a 70-year-old
stone structure in Fort Tryon Park into the elegant New Leaf Café, whose

net proceeds will go toward maintaining the park. Opened in 2001, the
café will receive additional capital improvements in 2005, including an
innovative geothermal HVAC system, thanks to an appropriation from
City Councilman Robert Jackson.

In 1999, a public auction scheduled for 114 city-owned community
gardens galvanized a coalition of greening organizations. With Bette’s
leadership, NYRP helped to save these gardens and took ownership of 51
of the most neglected plots. The New York Garden Trust, a subsidiary of
NYRP, was established to administer and restore these threatened open
spaces. The September 2002 opening of Maggie’s Garden in Harlem—
restored and endowed by the Brownstone Family Foundation—was cele-
brated by community gardeners, Bette, and special guest former President
Bill Clinton.

With a current inventory of nearly 60 community gardens across the
city’s five boroughs, NYRP provides plant and garden materials, horticul-
tural expertise, and management support to help community gardeners
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Sargent cherry trees in Highbridge Park, planted
in 2003 as a 9/11 memorial.

Riley-Levin Children’s Garden, opened 2003. Roberto Clemente State Park cleanup, 2003.

Clockwise from left: the Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse, opened 2004; Student in boatbuilding program rowing Nutshell Pram, 2004; Children in Creston Jungle community garden, the Bronx 2003.

The Little Red Lighthouse,
Fort Washington Park.



make the most of these spaces. In 2002, the BBC’s Ground Force helped
NYRP restore the Iglesia Pentecostal Garden on the Lower East Side, and
in 2005 NYRP celebrates the restorations and endowment of Rodale
Pleasant Park Community Garden and The Family Garden, sponsored by
The Tiffany & Co. Foundation.

As Amy Gavaris, NYRP’s Executive Vice President who has been
with the organization from its inception, notes, “The challenge is not just
to restore parks and community gardens but to bring people back into
these reclaimed spaces.” To help accomplish this, NYRP conducts a wide
variety of programs, including monthly field walks, cultural events in com-
munity gardens, horticultural workshops, and sponsors or cosponsors
annual festivals in each of our park sites. 

Since our founding, NYRP’s environmental education and recreation-
al programs have served over 7,000 at-risk school children through class-
room and outdoor activities, including gardening, aquatic science, hiking,
biking, boatbuilding, and now rowing at the Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse.

In 2002, Governor George E. Pataki honored Bette with the Gover-
nor’s Parks and Preservation Award, and in 2004 Bette received the Long
Island State Parks’ 7th Annual Master Builder Award. Bette has given a
few awards herself—the “Wind Beneath My Wings” Award has honored
committed NYRP supporters and environmentalists at our annual
Hulaween benefits, which along with our annual Spring Picnics have raised
more than $9 million. Bette’s Garden Club, a major gifts program, was
launched in May 2002. Under the leadership of NYRP’s Board of Trustees,
its Chairman Benjamin F. Needell, and our dedicated staff and field crew,
Bette Midler’s dream of a “cleaner, greener” New York is now a ten-year
reality and solidly prepared for another decade of service.

N E W  YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C T

Bridge Park restoration, 2004. Try On Fort Tryon Park!
Spring Festival, 2005.

The Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse, opened 2004.

Above left: Former President Bill Clinton and Maggie Burnett at opening of Maggie's Garden, 2002.

Members of Rodale Pleasant Park Community
Garden, 2002.

Tulips in Highbridge Park

The Garden of Eden Community Garden
The Bronx, 2003.
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N RO D A L E P L E A S A N T PA R K , one
of NYRP’s most active community
gardens, gardeners are busy tending
tomatoes, papalo, and other hearty

vegetable crops. Two lots over, The Family
Garden is getting finishing touches to its
classic “sitting garden” design. In 2003, both
gardens received $250,000 restoration and
endowment gifts from Rodale Inc. and The
Tiffany & Co. Foundation, respectively.

NYRP has chosen this active stretch of
East 114th Street as the site for its Fourth
Annual Spring Picnic benefit. Rodale
Pleasant Park has been a productive veg-
etable-growing plot since 2000. This once-
abandoned area between 114th and 115th
streets was reclaimed in 1999 by The Little
Sisters of the Assumption, who operate a
social services organization headquartered
on 115th Street.

“My mother, Marcelina, was one of the
pioneers, along with six other women,” says
Lucia Bravo, who grew up watching her
mother and friends clear the lot and estab-
lish the garden’s first handful of raised veg-
etable beds. Now, Lucia and other neigh-

bors, mostly women who have emigrated
from Mexico, have expanded the roster of
active gardeners to around 20 members.
Up from six original beds to the current
seventeen, Rodale Pleasant Park uses a
cooperative structure to manage the gar-
den and divide the harvest.

“There’s a waiting list for vegetable
beds, but we welcome folks for general gar-
den membership,” says Hannah Riseley-
White, a community organizer who leads
the gardening group for Little Sisters of the
Assumption Family Health Services Inc., as
well as other gardening groups through
Green Guerillas. “The garden serves as a
kind of community center where people
meet and network,” says Riseley-White.
“And a well-maintained public green space
is relaxing in a way that maybe sitting in a
community center is not.”

Rodale Pleasant Park member bylaws
require attendance at garden meetings,
service hours, and active use of assigned
beds. Though vegetable growing is the pri-
mary activity, the restoration has created
common areas designed for ornamental

gardening and group gatherings. The River
East Elementary School on Pleasant
Avenue conducts a student gardening pro-
gram. The garden also features green-
design innovations, such as a solar panel,
rainwater collection system, composting
toilet, and garden shed with green roof and
hay-bale construction, which gardeners
have adapted into a comfy meeting space
in inclement weather.

“Community gardens give city resi-
dents the rare pleasure to grow their own
organic food and be in touch with the nat-
ural world,” says Scott Meyer, editor of
Rodale’s Organic Gardening magazine. In
addition to funding the garden restoration
and endowment, Rodale has provided
mushroom-compost-enriched soil, a refer-
ence library, and has organized donations
of supplies and equipment from garden-
industry advertisers. “We’ve learned so
much from talking and working with the
community gardeners, and it’s been very
inspiring to see how much we have in com-
mon,” says Meyer.

NYRP’s Family Garden—a single-lot
space on East 114th Street—has a longer
history of use and, due to its intimate size,
a very different personality. “The Family
Garden was once an active site for the local
YMCA-associated Boys Club,” says Brian
Sahd, NYRP’s Vice President for
Community Development, “but has more
recently been used as a quiet, sitting garden

R E S T O R E D  E A S T  H A R L E M  
C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N S  
F I N D  T H E I R  N I C H E

Rodale Pleasant Park Community Garden

I N T H E G A R D E N S

N E W YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C TA8 Rodale Pleasant Park Community Garden
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for the neighborhood’s elderly residents
and a secure space to supervise small
children.”

Facing Thomas Jefferson Park, The
Family Garden’s location inspired Tiffany
& Co. Design Director John Loring to
weave historical references into his new
design for the garden. “With a nickel in
your pocket, you carry images of Thomas
Jefferson and Monticello around with
you everyday,” says Loring, whose
wrought-iron, Colonial-era gate design
features chinoiserie-style fretwork and
other period details.

On visits to prune trees and study
the garden, Loring noticed the space’s
beloved but broken, Chippendale-style
tea table and chairs (another Colonial-
era reference). His sturdy new iron ver-
sions feature Jefferson’s silhouette, which
is also echoed in a garden bed with the
cut-metal figure of Jefferson inspired by
the Jefferson Memorial in Washington,
D.C. Other Colonial-era garden features
include bluestone flagstones, traditional
arbor, and brick planters with wide, com-
fortable limestone caps, all making The
Family Garden an even more restful
“quiet spot” in busy, changing East
Harlem. For more information on 
adopting a garden, please contact 
Susan Madden, NYRP’s Director of
Development, at (212) 333-2552 or
smadden@nyrp.org.

“The heart and soul of any garden is a com-
mitted group of gardeners—they give it life,”
says John Wasiutynski, NYRP’s Brooklyn
District Garden Manager. A former
AmeriCorps member with NYRP, John now
manages twenty-one community gardens in
Brooklyn. John gives the gardeners of the Jane
Bailey Memorial Community Garden on
Greene Avenue high praise for making their
Bedford-Stuyvesant green space a valuable
resource for the community.

And the Brooklyn Arts Council agrees. At
the BAC 2005 Community Arts Regrant
Awards Ceremony on March 3, four gardeners
from Jane Bailey were awarded a $1,000 grant
to conduct their first “Summer of Arts” pro-
gram for fifteen neighborhood youngsters.
Working in the shade of the garden’s three
apple trees, the children will create a three-
panel free-standing mural and conduct an
oral history project to capture the neighbor-
hood’s diverse stories, which will be displayed
through words and photographs in Plexiglas
cases at the front of the garden.

The eight-week series of Saturday work-
shops will be led by artists Beryl Benbow, pho-
tographer; Ana Lara, writer; Margarita
Garcia, muralist; and Wura-Natasha Ogunji,
sculptor/photographer—the dedicated gar-
deners who planned the program. “We want
to archive the history of the garden, particu-
larly since many of our gardeners are older—
they’re elders and we really value their contri-
butions,” says Ana Lara. “But we also have
children as young as 8 years old. Given that
range of energy, we want to create a visual
match for what we all experience here in the
garden.”

Supporting gardeners’ efforts to raise
funds on their own is of major importance to
NYRP. According to Brian Sahd, Vice
President for Community Development, “We

encourage all gardeners to seek resources 
to which we would not ordinarily have access.
Our hope is that more gardeners will be 
able to find other sources of funding on 
their own and use these funds to meet their
gardening needs.”

Far uptown, on Creston Avenue in the
Bronx, the efforts of community gardener
Beatrice Rogers have also received their just
rewards—in March, Beatrice was named a
national finalist for the Scotts Urban Greenup
Gardener of the Year Award for her work in
“Creston Jungle,” an NYRP community gar-
den. This commendation comes with a $2,500
cash prize. Ms. Rogers was supported by
NYRP Bronx District Garden Manager Ursula
Chanse, who Rogers quickly identifies as “my
angel.” But Beatrice, who has lived on the
block with her children for 28 years, is this
neighborhood’s guardian angel. Four years
ago, Creston Jungle was a blighted and empty
lot on the block, where drug dealing and other
criminal activities endangered neighborhood
residents. When NYRP saved the lot from the
auction block, it made sure that Rogers and
other neighborhood residents got involved in
transforming the space.

Ever since, Rogers has steadily helped to
maintain the garden, keeping it open and
carefully monitoring after-school and week-
end activities. Events held by Creston Jungle
gardeners have included spring plantings, a
wall painting day, Halloween party, and a
summer “playstreet” (organized with Board
District 10 and Precinct 46) with skating, face
painting, community information tables, and a
cookout for about 400 residents. Future plans
include carving out an area for a butterfly gar-
den and related science project for local chil-
dren. “All these kids are my kids,” says Rogers.
“I may get into their business every once and
awhile, but they know I care about them.” 

AWARD-WINNING 
COMMUNITY GARDENERS

(left) Beatrice Rogers and neighborhood children of "Creston Jungle."  (right) Wura-Natasha Ogunji, Beryl Benbow,
and Ana Lara of Jane Bailey Memorial Community Garden.

Family Garden, sponsored by
The Tiffany & Co. Foundation
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N o, we did not misspell the title…
though I’ve been accused of that!”
says Amy Goldman about The

Compleat Squash, her enchanting new book.
The master gardener and longtime NYRP sup-
porter chose the quaint spelling to evoke the
bygone quality of her passionate preoccupa-
tion—heirloom vegetables. Goldman leaves
nothing to chance when preparing her beauti-
ful books, which include Melons for the Passion-
ate Grower and a future compendium on heir-
loom tomatoes. Likewise, cultivating these all-
but-forgotten varieties is a hands-on, painstak-
ing process that taps the creativity of Mother
Nature herself. And that’s Goldman’s mis-
sion—to safeguard nature’s diversity through
seed preservation and greater awareness about
heirlooms.

Goldman, a Trustee of NYRP, grew up on
the site of an old apple orchard and experi-
enced her own idyllic version of The Secret
Garden. Her fondest early memory of garden-
ing is her mother Lillian’s delight in growing

roses and tomatoes. By the age of 18, Amy had
raised her own successful crop of corn. 

Though she left New York to pursue a PhD
in Clinical Psychology and then private prac-
tice, she was back in the garden by the late
‘80s, growing competition-grade vegetables
that garnered numerous Dutchess County Fair
blue ribbons before going on to win the
Philadelphia Harvest show. “Competitive veg-
etable growing got me revved up. I learned
about the ‘Mortgage Lifter Tomato’ and
‘Howling Mob Corn’ and other exotic vari-
eties,” says Goldman. “I first read about heir-
looms in a cookbook fifteen years ago, before
they were even on the map. I started growing
them because they are visually magnificent
and really wow fairgoers...and then I tasted
them! The best of the heirlooms are far better
than the best of the hybrids, no question.”

G
oldman’s main garden at her home
in Rhinebeck, New York, is an acre
in size, large enough to accommo-

date heirloom vine crops. It took her about
three years to put The Compleat Squash togeth-
er, growing the more than 150 varieties pic-
tured in the book over the course of two sum-
mers. “I cannot write about them unless I grow
them, and I have to grow the hybrids, too, so I
can make comparisons…but what fun!”
assures Goldman. Like her earlier book on mel-
ons, The Compleat Squash required extensive
research inside and outside the garden.

“The Japanese are expert gardeners. When
it comes to squash, they know that the maxima
species is the best—Americans mostly know
tasteless, immature butternuts and acorns,”
says Goldman, who is drawn to heirlooms for
their complex features as much as their height-
ened flavors. The strangest and most amazing
varieties inspired her to create carefully
detailed, limited bronze editions of gourds from
her garden. Along with seed preservation 
and books, the bronzes are another enduring 
way to safeguard agricultural history (visit 
www.rareforms.com for more information).

In the garden, safeguarding biodiversity is
all about the birds and the bees…well, mostly
the bees. Seed purity is essential for protecting
heirlooms and other rare varieties. Goldman
ensures seed purity by hand pollinating, a
process that involves identifying new male and

female blossoms, selectively transferring
pollen, then taping the female blossoms shut
before bees reach them. “It’s a delicate proce-
dure,” she says. “But there’s nothing I’d rather
be doing on a day in early summer when the
plants are in the first bloom of youth. The
smell of newly opened squash blossoms is like
magnolia and their nectar is sweeter than hon-
eysuckle.”

As a Board member, Amy Goldman is
equally passionate about NYRP’s efforts to
renew and protect open green space in New
York, a commitment she deeply shared with
her mother Lillian Goldman, who died in
2002. The Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust
has funded numerous NYRP projects including
the Lillian Goldman Walkway approaching the
Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse. The Trust funds
other progressive environmental and social
issues, including reproductive rights. Is there a
radical side to Goldman’s fascination with heir-
looms?

“Yes, I think so…preserving biodiversity is
critical. Our lives depend on it,” she says. “If
we only have one egg in the basket—a mono-
culture—we’re in trouble” Goldman adds,
offering the Irish potato famine as one disas-
trous example. “I hope that in my own way I
can entice farmers and gardeners to grow
these varieties, get them into wider circula-
tion, and use my books as preservation tools.
The book includes extensive lists of seed
sources for most of the varieties I describe.”

Not surprisingly, Goldman’s views closely
echo NYRP’s horticultural policy to cultivate
and restore native species and promote biodi-
versity in New York City parks and communi-
ty gardens. “I really endorse a cleaner, green-
er New York. This city and my family are
inseparable,” she says. “My father was a major
real estate investor here. We are deeply
invested not just financially but emotionally
in the health of this city, and NYRP helps us
to honor that commitment. 

AMY GOLDMAN’S PASSION FOR SQUASH

ON APRIL 30, NYRP’s Horticulture Direc-
tor Greg Kramer and a group of student
volunteers from the Trevor Day School came
upon a Downy Yellow Violet (Viola pubescens)
while planting panic grass in Bridge Park.
This variety is rarely seen in city parkland
but is yet another addition to the expanding
biodiversity in Bridge Park, including the
more common violet. Since Kramer and staff
began work in the undeveloped, 100-year-old
city park in summer 2003, their efforts to
clear invasive overgrowth and restore native
species have attracted an abundance of
plant and bird species, including orioles, car-
dinals, robins, mockingbirds, and blue jays.
The nonprofit Standing By Water has organ-
ized school kids to build birdhouses for the
new arrivals.

LOOK WHAT WE FOUND

N E W YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C T

Amy Goldman at Bette’s Garden Club event and 
book signing, April 11 at New Leaf Café.



W RAPPING UP ITS FIRST YEAR IN NYRP’S NEW BOATHOUSE, the Peter Jay Sharp Rowing
Club—led by Tom Curry, Director of the New York Rowing Association—is
churning the Harlem River with training and racing. The Club’s largest and

most active program is the “2005 NYC Composite Crew”—five teams composed of 124
kids from high schools in northern Manhattan and the South Bronx. The students come
from very different backgrounds, but they all have something in common—a new passion
for competitive rowing.

“We don’t have athletics at my school, so I fell in love with it,” says Elle Kross, a jun-
ior at LaGuardia Performing Arts High School who lives on Roosevelt Island and learned
about the program from a school assembly. “Everyone on the team comes from a different
place—that’s not an experience most people get to have and we cherish it.” Derek Jeffry,
a mature twelve-year-old at I.S. 52 and the youngest team member, agrees. “It’s a big
responsibility, but it’s a very fun sport…and I like fast things,” says Jeffry, who rode his bike
up to the Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse last summer to ask how he could get involved.

“These are very focused and hardworking kids,” says Coach Curry. “They really want
to be here and they want to win—you can’t teach that.” The students meet at NYRP’s Peter
Jay Sharp Boathouse three days a week throughout the year, with training sessions in the
morning, afternoon, and on Saturdays. Some students need swimming instruction, which
has been provided at Horace Mann, a program partner high school in Riverdale. In addition
to sweep and scull training, students receive instruction in nutrition and healthy eating.

“This is the hardest thing I’ve ever done. You definitely have to be in shape,” says
Sinqueta Hicks, a senior at DeWitt Clinton High School in the Bronx, who is pursuing
nursing studies next fall. “My friends say ‘You’re doing what on the Harlem River’? I have
to explain it to them.” It’s a challenge for the Composite Crew team members to stay com-
mitted to the program and the team. Most have significant commutes to the boathouse,
like Garth Morgan, a Collegiate School sophomore. He hops the #1 train uptown after
class for the crew’s two-and-a-half-hour practices but says it’s worth it. “It’s a beautiful
place to row, and you get to be very close with your teammates because you have to be in
sync. You learn each other’s strengths and weaknesses and help each other improve. It’s
a great way to make friends and strengthen our team.”

From June 11-August 8, The Peter Jay Sharp Rowing Club will host a development
camp coached by Christian Dahlke, former German national Team member and 2003
World Champion in the Men’s Lightweight Eight. Dahlke will coach an integrated team
of high school and college students to build teamwork skills. Training with 27 racing
shells, the students will be organized into senior and junior boats, and the faster boats will
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When Rachelle De Clerck moved nearly 3000
miles from her beloved northern California so
that her husband could pursue an agroforestry
post-doc at Columbia, she found a ready
home at NYRP for her own expertise. De
Clerck joined NYRP as our Aquatic Science
Coordinator in fall 2004 and immediately
began developing a curriculum that makes use
of the diverse ecosystems at NYRP’s Swindler
Cove Park and Jonathan’s Pond, Sherman
Creek, and along the Harlem River.

“My hope is the kids will come to under-
stand the major aquatic systems so that when
we get down to the minutiae—looking at
plankton, etc.—they’re going to recognize
that it’s part of a larger process, and that they
play a role in those processes, too. Many of
the kids here have no idea that they have an
impact on the environment.”

De Clerck earned a  degree  in
Environmental Toxicology from the
University of California at Davis and worked
as a research assistant for the UC Davis
Department of Viticulture and Enology and
Department of Land, Air, and Water
Resources. After an eye-opening stint con-
sulting in the private sector on contaminated
sites, she found her passion in teaching as
Program Director at the Yolo Basin
Foundation, a 16,000 acre wildlife area near
Sacramento. 

“Environmental education has been
shown to reduce truancy, increase grades and
literacy. I think that’s because it’s hands-on
and something kids can see and get excited
about,” says De Clerk, who developed and
implemented new curricula for programs that
served 3,300 students in 20 school districts.
De Clerck has also taught ESL, particularly
helpful in the mostly Spanish-speaking com-
munities of northern Manhattan. She’s also
passionate about encouraging young women
to enter scientific fields.

RACHELLE  DE  CLERCK 
NYRP AQUATIC SC IENCE
COORDINATOR

NYC COMPOSITE CREW 
SWEEP THE HARLEM RIVER 

COMPOSITE CREW TRAINING ON
ERGOMETERS, PETER JAY SHARP
BOATHOUSE.



11

On April 30, the New York Rowing
Association hosted the Scholastic Invita-
tional Regatta at NYRP’s Peter Jay Sharp
Boathouse, with 370 rowers from 13 New
York City-area high schools participating.
The Peter Jay Sharp Rowing Club’s “Com-
posite Crew” put their first year of training
to the test with two male and two female
quads (16 rowers total) competing in
sculling and sweeping events. 

“The kids were nervous,” says Lisa
Culbertson, Junior Development Coach.
“This was their first time to interact with
officials, other coaches and teams, but
their dedication and teamwork really
showed.” During the school year, the team
has trained three days a week on ergome-
ters at the boathouse, running, and per-

forming 500-1,500 meter pieces in the
Harlem River.

“It’s both a challenge and a joy to
bring these kids together. The time and
travel commitments are significant, and
the training is tough, including swimming
lessons for some,” says Culbertson, a
teacher at Frederick Douglas Academy in
Harlem. Culbertson, who rowed competi-
tively at Cornell University, was
approached by her school principal and
Sharp Boathouse Head Coach Tom Curry
to assist with the boathouse’s first high
school team. 

“These kids were strangers from very
different backgrounds—here, they get into
a boat and have to pull together to make it
move. They work hard because they see
what a high-caliber sport this is and know
it’s a unique opportunity for city kids.”
The Composite Crew sent their top two
male and female boats to the Northeast
Junior Regional Championships in New
Jersey on May 14 and will begin trials this
month for the Empire State Games to be
held in the Hudson River Valley at Pough-
keepsie in late July. See www.nyrowing.org
for information about future regattas.

SCHOLASTIC INVITATIONAL REGATTA
at the Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse

compete in the Independence Day Regatta in Philadelphia, the Nationals in
Indianapolis, and finish the racing season with the Canadian Henley in St.
Catherines, Ontario.

Nike has donated training and racing clothes for the team as an official spon-
sor. A fundraising event was held April 28 at the New York Athletic Club to sup-
port the high school program, which is funded through private donations and
grants. “NYRP has created the opportunity for New York kids to enjoy a sport that
traditionally hasn’t been available to them,” says Curry. “We have some great ath-
letes in the Club who needed a chance, and that’s what we’re giving them. They’re
more than giving the rest.”

NYC 2005 Composite Crew is part of the Urban Rowing Initiative (URI), a
collaborative effort spearheaded by the New York Rowing Association, the New
York Restoration Project, area schools, the City of New York, and the New York
City Department of Parks & Recreation. To learn more about sponsoring a student
rower at the boathouse, please call Head Coach Tom Curry at (908) 347-0824.
Visit www.nyrp.org for more about the Peter Jay Sharp boathouse, and see
www.nyrowing.org for more information about the Peter Jay Sharp Rowing Club
and other rowing programs.

Featured Creature:

THE HOGCHOKER 
(Trinectes maculates)

Tasty but too small for the commercial fish 
industry, the “Hogchoker” is a sharp-scaled 
flatfish in the American sole family.With both
eyes on one side, it lives at the sandy bottom 
of coastlines and freshwater estuaries along the
Atlantic coast. Once much more common, the
Hogchoker was widely used as food for pigs
and named for its tendency to stick in the
throat when swallowed the wrong way. Students
in NYRP’s Aquatic Science program caught a
Hogchoker last fall while seining in the Harlem
River at Swindler Cove Park.

Photo courtesy of Garold W. Sneegas

Composite Crew, girl's quad

Jeff Weber, NYRP's Boatbuilding Educator, prepares to launch the
Eagle and the Jaiba Azul, two Whitehalls constructed by students
in NYRP's boatbuilding program.The boatlaunch was held 
May 19 at the Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse and attended by 
students, parents, and teachers.
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URBAN LANDSCAPE

DESIGN & PUBLIC SPACE:

A WALKING TOUR 

WITH KEN SMITH

SATURDAY,

SEPTEMBER 17, 2:00 P.M.

Explore the internationally acclaimed garden
designs of landscape architect Ken Smith as
he leads a walking tour of several of his
sites, including projects at The Lever House
and MoMA.
For more information about Garden Club Membership
and events, please contact Susan Madden at (212) 333-2552,
or smadden@nyrp.org.

Pumpkins, squashes, and gourds are 
displayed, dissected and devoured in this 
garden reference. Heirloom activist Amy
Goldman grew all 150 varieties to master the
breadth and depth of her subject, which is
divided into species and beautifully illustrated
with full-page, color photographs by Victor
Schrager. Goldman’s taxonomic thoroughness
includes everything you would ever need to
know about these homey, exotic personalities,

including plant statistics, cultural histories,
and propagation techniques. But it is the
author’s passionate, anecdotal recounting of
learning about, growing, and cooking squash-
es that makes this volume so satisfying. As
added bonuses, there is a selection of inven-
tive recipes, as well as an extensive list of seed
sources. Ultimately, preserving forgotten vari-
eties is Goldman’s urgent mission behind this
delightful and fascinating fancy.

GARDEN CLUB
te’s

GARDEN CLUB
te’s

The Compleat Squash
Amy Goldman,
216 pages, 2004, Artisan
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B E T T E  H O N O R E D  B Y  A M E R I C A N  S O C I E T Y  O F
L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T S
On May 13, the American Society of Landscape Architects awarded Bette Midler with an hon-
orary membership at an awards dinner in Washington D.C. Founded in 1899, the ASLA has
more than 15,000 members throughout the U.S. and 42 countries. Past honorary members
include former President Jimmy Carter and Rosalyn Carter, former U.S. Secretary of the Interior
Bruce Babbitt, and Lady Bird Johnson. The award was accepted on Bette’s behalf by NYRP’s
Executive Vice President and ASLA member, Amy Gavaris.

T R I C K  O R  T R E AT !  O U R  B I G G E S T  H U L AW E E N  Y E T !
October 31, 2005—Save the date for our annual Hulaween gala
celebrating NYRP’s 10th Anniversary and Bette Midler’s 60th Birthday.
The not-to-be-missed bash will honor environmentalists Sting and
Trudie Styler with our Wing Beneath My Wings Leadership Award, and
our featured performer will be none other than Sir Elton John! There’s
also our hilarious live auction of once-in-a-lifetime opportunities. To
purchase tickets or a table, please contact our special events office at
(212) 573-6933.

E A RT H  S H A R E  M O N T H  AT  W H O L E  F O O D S
As a member of Earth Share of New York’s network of environmental
and conservation organizations, NYRP participated in Earth Share
Month at Whole Foods’ Columbus Circle store in April. NYRP staff
demonstrated herb and container gardening as part of our membership
commitment. The Earth Share network receives support from corpora-
tions and employee-giving programs and is involved in saving endan-

gered species and habitats, environmental education, and much more. Visit www.earthshareny.org
for more information.

T E AC H E R  T R A I N I N G  WO R K S H O P S
In May, NYRP’s Environmental Education team offered three training
workshops for New York City public school teachers. On May 11, Philip
Coffin, NYRP’s Education Director, presented Parks as Classrooms II, for
elementary and middle school students. On May 19, Rachelle De
Clerck, NYRP’s Aquatic Science Coordinator, presented The Red Light
Is On, But Do You Know What It Means? demonstrating water quality
testing and the effects of water quality on aquatic invertebrate species.

And on May 23, Phil Smith of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service presented
Understanding the Soils in Our Environment. All workshops were free and conducted at NYRP’s
Swindler Cove Park.

This summer, NYRP will present “Garden Tales:
Music, Stories, and Foodways in New York’s
Community Gardens.”The series is a collaboration
with City Lore, an urban culture advocacy nonprof-
it (www.citylore.org), and is funded by a grant from
New York State Council on the Arts, Folk Arts
program. Celebrated New York spoken-word artist
David Gonzalez and Grammy-nominated master
drummer Bobby Sanabria will bring the stories 
and sounds of Latino- and Afro-Caribbean culture
to life at our Bronx and East Harlem events.
Members of the Pearls of Wisdom, a group of
master storytellers from Elders Share the Arts
(ESTA), will share their stories at our Brooklyn
event, along with Trinidadian music and steel pan
drumming from Wrickford Dal Getty and friends.
At all three Garden Tales, refreshments will be
served and community gardeners will discuss eth-
nic foodways and tell stories.These free events
take place at 5PM on the following Fridays:

JULY 8, 2005 – Bronx Community and Cultural
Garden, 401 East 143rd Street, Bronx, NY.
Storytelling led by David Gonzalez with Music by
Bobby Sanabria.

JULY 29, 2005 – Greene Acres Community
Garden, 322 Franklin Street, Brooklyn, NY.
Storytelling led by Joyce Duncan and Juliette
Holmes of the Pearls of Wisdom with Music by
Wrickford Dal Getty.

AUGUST 5, 2005 – Rodale Pleasant Park
Community Garden, 437-39 East 114th Street,
NY. Storytelling led by David Gonzalez with Music
by Bobby Sanabria.

The July events will be followed by showings of
feature films as part of our summer Garden Films
series. For more information, please visit
www.nyrp.org or call Jane Jackson at NYRP at
(212) 333-2552, or e-mail jjackson@nyrp.org.
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