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THE NEW YORK RESTORATION PROJECT (NYRP) carries out
founder Bette Midler’s dream of a cleaner, more beautiful New York. NYRP
restores, develops, and revitalizes underserved parks, community gardens,
and open space in New York City.  

N E W  YO R K  R E S TO R AT I O N  P RO J E C T  N E W S L E T T E R

D E A R  F R I E N D S ,
Is there anything that makes a New Yorker 
happier than spring? Those first cheery daffodils,
the tulips and new grass, and when the trees
burst into flower before leafing out. It’s a glori-
ous spectacle of health and vibrancy in our parks
and other open spaces, and it’s the most won-
derful time of year to be in New York. 

And every year, more people want to visit
and live in our city.  Like many of you, I listened
eagerly to Mayor Bloomberg’s Earth Day speech
as he described how New York is expected to
grow by a million new residents over the next
quarter century.  That growth will stretch our
housing, transportation systems, and parks to
their limit.  The Mayor urged us all to do the
responsible thing—to act now so that our chil-
dren inherit a healthy, sustainable, forward-think-
ing New York. Mr. Bloomberg has laid out a com-
prehensive plan that gets us from here to there
with our marvelous city not only intact but
greatly improved.

What I find most compelling about the
Mayor’s PLANYC 2030 is the way it describes
our interrelated city—how infrastructure, peo-
ple, and the environment interact and affect each
other. It’s a web of actions and consequences that
have led to some very scary realities, such as
New York’s alarmingly high rates of asthma and
diabetes. But the city’s interrelatedness also 
carries the potential for positive change.

We are seeing this “ripple effect” in NYRP’s
work. Making a small difference leads to other,
bigger changes—actions inspire other actions.
Our shoreline cleanup over a decade ago along
the Harlem River has led to the beautiful
Swindler Cove Park, Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse,
and now further park development to the north
along Sherman Creek and south with our Cher-
ry Tree Project along the Harlem River Drive. In
East Harlem, our community gardens are part of
a larger, neighborhood greening effort that is lit-
erally taking to the streets, with tree planting
and beautification efforts.  And our dream to
plant one million new trees in New York City
over the next decade will happen tree by tree,
with your generous support. 

Living so close together, we can’t help but
affect each other’s lives and our city through our
actions, no matter how small. Let’s promise to
act in ways that lead to a cleaner, greener, more
sustainable New York.  
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Founder
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RIGHT NOW IS AN EXCITING TIME TO BE A NEW YORKER.
Whether you’re an environmentalist, urban planner, community gardener,
biker or boater, or any other type of resident, there are plans afoot to improve,
reform, and reimagine the way our city will look and operate in the future. 

As our Founder Bette Midler noted, Mayor Michael Bloomberg is lead-
ing a movement to prepare New York for a boom in growth. His PLANYC 2030 envisions a
healthier urban environment, while practically addressing necessary changes in infrastruc-
ture, transportation, housing, public services, and open space development. The parkland we
currently have will likely not be sufficient—and in some cases, what we have we need to
make better use of.

NYRP is proud to play an important role in many of these changes. Our work in north-
ern Manhattan and South Bronx parks has contributed to the revitalization of these under-
resourced neighborhoods and catalyzed the restoration of the Harlem River waterfront. We
are helping to lead a city-wide initiative to plant a million trees in New York City over the
next decade—our latest milestone in this ambitious goal is The Cherry Tree Project underway
along the Harlem River Drive, which we’re celebrating at this year’s Spring Picnic.

As an active partner in the High Bridge Coalition, Manhattan Waterfront Parks Coali-
tion, and “Go Green East Harlem,” a community-based effort led by Manhattan Borough
President Scott Stringer, NYRP is helping to put environmental sustainability front and cen-
ter among city priorities. And our corporate partners, such as The Home Depot, Target, and
Toyota, are pitching in with generous support to make greener city neighborhoods a reality. 

NYRP’s founding mission to clean and green underserved open space is never complet-
ed—nature isn’t static; neither are parks or other open spaces. In this issue of Good Dirt, you’ll
read how our new Visions of Horticulture standards and retooled field-management approach
are reaching beyond park borders and garden fences to help revitalize the communities that
surround our work sites. That means taking greening efforts out into the neighborhood, with
street trees, ornamental plantings, and public-space design projects. It also means expanding
our programming to bring more people and activity into our restored open spaces. 

An excellent example of this synergy is our Rodale Pleasant Park Community Garden,
with its robust vegetable crops and vibrant community life. What I particularly like about
the Rodale garden are its “green” design elements. The rainwater collection system and solar-
powered composting toilet have taken this community garden “off the grid” of city utilities,
making it a model of urban sustainability. We are increasing green design elements in all of
our community gardens, which will serve as a showcase for conservation and sustainability
in surrounding neighborhoods.

As always, we are very grateful for your support and enthusiasm for our work. We’ve been
meeting generous folks around the country who share our commitment to greening, beauti-
fication, and environmental sustainability. It’s exciting for NYRP to play a leading role in
this growing movement—won’t you come join us at a community event, volunteer project, or
become an NYRP member today!

Drew Becher, NYRP Executive Director
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GIVE WITH CONFIDENCE !
NYRP is proud to be a member of

ON THE COVER: NYRP's Cherry Tree Project, underway along the Harlem River Drive, just
south of Swindler Cove Park. Photos by Amy Gavaris.
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C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N S

M A J O R  P R O J E C T S

BETTE MIDLER FOUNDED the non-profit

New York Restoration Project (NYRP) in 1995 to

carry out her dream of a cleaner, more beautiful

New York. NYRP reclaims, restores, and develops

under-resourced parks, community gardens, and

open space throughout New York City, primarily in

economically disadvantaged neighborhoods.

NYRP invests in the communities it serves by

providing ongoing maintenance and environmental

education and recreation programs.

NYRP MAJOR PROJECTS INCLUDE:

• Swindler Cove Park

• Riley-Levin Children’s Garden

• Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse

• New Leaf Café

• 24 community gardens in Brooklyn

• 18 community gardens in the Bronx

• 17 community gardens in Manhattan

• 4 community gardens in Queens

• 1 community garden in Staten Island

• Environmental Education and

Community Programs
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FORT TRYON PARK

NEW LEAF C AFÉ

ANNE LOFTUS PLAYGROUND

SHERMAN CREEK

SWINDLER COVE PARK
RILEY-LEVIN CHILDR  EN’S

GARDEN

PETER JAY SHARP 

BOATHOUSE

FORT WASHINGTON PARK

HIGHBRIDGE PARK

ROBERTO CLEMENTE
STATE PARK

BRIDGE PARK
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NYRP also maintains a community garden
in Staten Island.
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Fort Tryon Park & New Leaf Café: Take M4 bus to last stop (Fort Tryon Park–The Cloisters), or take A train
to 190th Street.

SHERMAN CREEK / Swindler Cove & Highbridge Parks: take 1 train to Dyckman Street, turn right on Dyck-
man and walk 1/5 mile to intersection of 10th Ave. and Harlem River Drive. Continue south on Harlem River
Drive—Swindler Cove Park is on your left and lower Highbridge Park is on your right. For upper Highbridge
Park, take M101 bus along St. Nicholas Ave. and exit around 189th Street. 

Fort Washington Park: Take 1, 9, or C train to 168th Street or M4 bus to 165th Street; walk west on 165th to
park. 

Roberto Clemente State Park and Bridge Park: In the Bronx, take Bx40 or Bx42 bus.

Go to www.mta . in fo for  subway and bus maps .
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P U B L I C  T R A N S P O RTAT I O N  TO  M A J O R  PA R K  S I T E S

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1
1

N E W YO R K R E S TO R AT I O N P R O J E C T S I T E S

525835A_R1:525835A  5/21/07  12:15 PM  Page 3



n May, motorists on the Harlem River
Drive slowed down to take in a spectac-
ular new sight—a sea of pink, white,
and red blossoming trees along the

waterfront. To be exact, 106 cherry and
crabapple trees planted in the winter and
spring as part of NYRP’s Cherry Tree Proj-
ect, and there are more to come. 

“Bette has a goal to plant 3,001 flower-
ing ornamentals along both sides of the
Harlem River—that’s one more than the
famed Tidal Basin cherry trees in Washing-
ton, D.C.,” says Amy Gavaris, NYRP Exec-
utive Vice President. A little healthy com-
petition is a good thing considering the
City's Million Trees NYC initiative to
plant one million new trees over the next
decade. 

Landscape designer Janice Parker was
the ideal partner to take on the Cherry
Tree Project. Growing up in Manhattan
with fond memories of the once-glorious
cherry trees along the West Side Highway,
Parker was eager to reestablish their dra-
matic presence in the city. Her design plan
included Mt. Fuji, Yoshino, and Kwanzan
cherries and Prairifire and Indian Magic
crabapples, among others, for variety in
color and ornamental fruit for birds
throughout the winter. 

Additional lawn
and landscaping proj-
ects are also planned for
the site, which stretches
from the intersection of
Dyckman Street, 10th
Avenue, and the
Harlem River Drive
down to 183rd Street
(and possibly further
south)—almost a mile
of Harlem River water-
front that has remained
undeveloped and virtu-

ally cut off from the city since the highway
opened in the early 1960s. 

“Beautification is environmentalism,
especially in the city,” says Parker. “Any
part of the landscape that you beautify
becomes more vibrant and interesting to
people. They’re going to come and see it,
use it, and the cycle of neglect gets broken
up.” To make the biggest possible splash in
the landscape, Parker visited the best tree
farms in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
Maryland looking for healthy, well-
branched trees grown side-by-side as “fami-
lies.” The groups were then transplanted
together on the project site. 

“These trees were grown in the same
soil and pruned by the same crew, with a lot
of love and attention. It’s essential to start
out strong, because trees are not all created
equal, and in a project this size, you aren’t
going to replace a live tree, even if perhaps
you should,” says Parker. Ten years or older,
and weighing up to a ton with dirt, these
mature trees had to be transported carefully
to protect their root system and branches.
Onsite, massive holes were dug to accom-
modate the 6-to-10-foot-diameter root
balls, and once planted, the trees were
given wide mulch circles to prevent trunk
damage from mowers. 

Since NYRP purchases the trees with
individual donations, mostly raised at our
Spring Picnic and Hulaween benefit auc-
tions, it’s important to shop strategically.
Parker “cherry picked” her selections at the
best farms who also happened to have fall
“surplus” pricing, or mature trees that need-
ed to leave the growing field before they
disturbed their neighbors—a logistical
necessity on many tree farms. “In other
words, we weren’t looking for bargains, but
we found some ‘good sales at Neiman’s,’”
Parker jokes.

Plaques will be mounted on the
Harlem River esplanade wall as well as on
discretely placed rocks identifying groups of
trees and donors. Come summer, the water-
front will be a shady, welcome open space
for cyclists using the Manhattan Greenway
and neighborhood families enjoying a
cookout. “The Cherry Tree Project is per-
fect for the Harlem River waterfront and
will have an enormous impact on the area,”
says Gavaris. “I think our donors will be
very pleased to see what they’ve con-
tributed to.” 

N E W  YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C T4
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T H E  C H E R RY  T R E E  P RO J E C T

Landscape designer Janice Parker with Tony Medina of
Young’s Nursery, Wilton, CT, whose crew managed the
transport and transplanting of 106 trees.

The Cherry Tree Prject... in bloom in early May along the Harlem River Drive.
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With active projects in 6 parks, 57
community gardens, and major
sections of the Harlem River

waterfront, NYRP is literally all over the
map. To make sure each site looks and oper-
ates at its best, we’ve retooled our field oper-
ations with a more integrative approach to
horticulture, site maintenance, crew com-
munications, and deployment.

“Our goal is neighborhood beautifica-
tion overall,” says Catherine Hall, NYRP
Chief Operating Officer, “so our field crews
are no longer assigned to only one park, set
of gardens, or particular task. We are now
looking and thinking beyond park bound-
aries and community garden fence lines.”

Working smarter and more efficiently,
field staff now comprise more generalized
horticulture, capital construction, and oper-
ations teams working together in all of our
work sites, whether park or garden. A major
advance from simply picking up trash and
weeding pathways, NYRP’s new field
approach asks crews to see the “big pic-
ture”—how horticulture, site maintenance,

and the community all interrelate to revital-
ize neighborhoods. There is now more vari-
ety in the work—and more responsibility.

To help, we’ve introduced the “Ready-
to-Go” guide, a 100-page field bible for all
crew members. This seasonal manual covers
planting procedures and maintenance sched-
ules—park-by-park, garden-by-garden. The
comprehensive guide also includes site survey
forms, equipment and vehicle information,
and our “Visions of Horticulture” standards
(see pg. 6). NYRP’s “Ready-to-Go” guide
makes sure everyone is on the same page, no
matter where they’re working in the five bor-
oughs. And the systematized maintenance
schedule guarantees our presence in all sites
on a daily or weekly basis, building stronger
ties of recognition and communication with
neighborhood residents.

Another important tool in our “Ready-
to-Go” approach is a new work-order system
for field operations. All projects now begin
by opening a work order that is posted in a
central location for all crew members to see
and monitor. “The work order system is
essential,” says Jessie Santiago, Assistant
Director of Operations. “We review pending
orders on a weekly basis so everyone has an
overview of what’s going on across the
organization. And they’re an excellent way
to chart what’s been accomplished in a sea-
son, or over a year.” 

Field operations will become even more
integrated in NYRP’s expanded environ-
mental education and operations center
(pictured), anticipated this fall. Located on
City parkland along Sherman Creek and
near Swindler Cove Park, the center will
provide a central hub for all crews to meet
daily to review work orders, share informa-
tion from the field, and strategize projects.
We hope to incorporate a series of temporary
modular units that will feature great
design—both aesthetic and “green.”

Supported with generous funding from
District 10 City Council Member Miguel
Martinez and City Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn, the 2,700 square-foot center will
include classrooms, boatbuilding workshop
and woodshop, operations office and equip-

ment storage, a public reception and meet-
ing space, and “idea gardens” where NYRP
educators and field staff will try out garden-
ing innovations. The shared facility will fos-
ter much closer interaction between NYRP’s
environmental educators, horticulture team,
and field operations.

“We have gifted horticulturists, envi-
ronmental educators, and field staff, and
they should all be talking regularly to each
other—there’s a tremendous amount of
crossover potential that we have not been
able to tap until now,” says Hall. “Instead of
being spread out over the city, our field man-
agers will be consolidated in a shared envi-
ronment.” Additionally, youth and adults
participating in NYRP’s education and pub-
lic programs at the Sherman Creek center
will be able to observe firsthand the work of
environmental science and service profes-
sions, where minorities are significantly
underrepresented.  

N E W  YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C T 5

I N  T H E  PA R K S :

“READY-TO-GO”– NYRP  OVERHAULS  F I ELD OPERAT IONS

NYRP AmeriCorps member Dustin Thomsen uses a
NuBarro. Located in Charlotte, North Carolina, NuBarro
has given NYRP 20 of its innovative barrows, which 
we’ve divided between our parks and community garden
sites. These wonderful barrows maneuver superbly over
dirt, rocks, sand, and snow (see www.nubarro.com). 
Thank you, NuBarro!

Preliminary design plan for NYRP’s proposed environmen-
tal education and operations center along Sherman Creek.

NYRP SUPPORTS PLANYC 2030
Last December, Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s Office
released PLANYC 2030, a comprehensive call to New
York City to help prepare for the anticipated growth of 
a million new residents over the next 25 years. The plan
addresses population growth and services, aging infra-
structure, and environmental conservation, and proposes
10 goals for the city to meet by the year 2030. NYRP’s
work in parks and community gardens directly con-
tributes to achieving four of these – Goal 3: Ensure that all
New Yorkers live within a ten-minute walk of a park, Goal 7:
Reduce global warming emissions by more than 30%, Goal 9:
Clean up all contaminated land in New York City, and Goal 10:
Open 90% of our waterways for recreation by reducing water
pollution and preserving our natural areas. See www.nyc.gov
for more information about PLANYC 2030.
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How can NYRP
make a bolder,
more visible

impact in the neighbor-
hoods surrounding its

community gardens and park sites? Last win-
ter, Executive Director Drew Becher put that
question to a lively roundtable of NYRP field
crew and staff—after brainstorming over
landscaping guides, travel magazines, and
color swatches, the NYRP “Visions of Hor-
ticulture” was born. This inspiring plan sig-
nificantly expands the eye-popping presence
of ornamental plant material in NYRP
worksites and imagines a more active role for
greening and landscape design in the revi-
talization of struggling city neighborhoods. 

The “Visions”
color scheme was
easy to agree on.
With NYRP’s
Cherry Tree Proj-
ect coordinated
around a palette of
pinks and our
established use of pink in NYRP branding
(not to mention Founder Bette Midler’s
love of roses), PINK took center stage as
NYRP’s signature hue. Next question: How
do we give “pink” greenery—and all man-
ner of beautiful plants—a more visible pres-
ence in our projects? 

“We’ll be placing cedar planters out-
side community garden fences, planting
street tree pits, and mounting flower bas-
kets on light poles,” says NYRP Director of
Horticulture, Christopher Vanterpool.
“Our goal is to help dissolve the boundaries
between the street and the gardens and to
pull more of our gardens out into the com-
munity.” Pink will turn up in a variety of
forms, including the brightly colored leaves
of “Pink Chaos” coleus and the dramatic
flower stalks of New Zealand flax. 

Vanterpool and his team will be imple-
menting the “Visions” plan in imaginative
ways. Using a new, lightweight plastic con-
tainer that allows plant materials to grow
from all sides, the team will install colorful

boxes along the dock railings at NYRP’s
Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse. They’ll also be
placing “welcome pots” of flowering plants
at Fort Tryon Park’s Anne Loftus Play-
ground and New Leaf Café, and mounting
flower baskets on light poles in Swindler
Cove Park and other public thoroughfares
near our project sites. Focus gardens,
rooftop planters, and green roofs will be
installed at some sites. And Bette’s idea to
“diVINE” the city will take the form of
mixed ivies and clematis for graffiti-prone
facades.

To help our horticulture and field crews
maintain consistent quality and beauty
across all of our garden and park sites, NYRP
has mandated a set of standards for the
“Visions” program. These include a selection
of plant materials and containers, detailed
instructions for placement and care, and
general guidelines for maintaining flower
and vegetable beds, lawns, and garden
amenities. “Visions of Horticulture” will be
an annual visioning effort. 

N E W  YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C T6

“How do we give “pink” greenery—and all manner of 
beautiful plants—a more visible presence in our projects?”

V I S I O N S  O F  H O RT I C U LT U R E  

SEEING GREEN (AND PINK)
EXPANDING ORNAMENTALS
IN PARKS AND GARDENS

Above: "Visions of Horticulture" planning collage. Below: Bette's Rose Garden in the Bronx.
At left: Clematis, Blooming Cactus, and Alysum growing in the greenhouses we maintain in
Roberto Clemente and Riverbank State Parks.
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With its bustling street life, thriv-
ing small businesses, and rich
history, East Harlem has been

home to generations of Italian, Puerto
Rican, and now Mexican immigrants. This
burgeoning neighborhood is also dotted
with lively and well-loved community gar-
dens, including eight owned by NYRP (see
www.nyrp.org for locations). Good Dirt
tagged along with Assistant Director of Hor-
ticulture, Jason Sheets, while making the
garden rounds and stopped in on some of his
favorite, neighborhood “institutions.”

EL PASO 
TAQUERIA
1642 Lexington
Ave. (at East
104th Street)

This cozy, cheer-
ful restaurant
specializes in
authentic Mexi-
can cuisine with
regional special-
ties from Puebla,
owner Rodrigo

Abrajan’s hometown. Abrajan
(pictured below with Jason
Sheets, right) came to New
York at 17, sold tacos on the
street with his cousin for six
years, then opened El Paso in
1999. He has since expanded
to a second location on E.
97th Street, and a third is
about to open on E. 116th
Street, the “Main Street” of
East Harlem. El Paso’s menu is
a master class in Mexican cui-

sine, but you
might find yourself order-
ing the enchiladas verdes
with tomatillo salsa again
and again. Be sure to try
the Jamaica (ha-MI-ca), a
tart, bright-red agua fresca
(cold drink) made from
brewed “Jamaican Sorrel”
blossoms (of the hibiscus
family). 

El Paso is located near our
103rd Street Garden.

PATSY’S PIZZA
2287 1st Avenue (at East 117th Street)

Opened in 1933 by Patsy Lancieri, this no
frills pizzeria serves one of the first and
finest coal-fired pies in the city—by the
slice, if you like. Numerous Patsy’s have
since opened and there is debate about
their lineage, but there’s nothing like a bite
of the New York City original. 

Patsy’s is located near several NYRP commu-
nity gardens.

I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y :

O U R  FAV E S  I N  T H E  N A B E  –  E A S T  H A R L E M  

M A K I N G  F R I E N D S  F RO M  C OA S T  TO  C OA S T

Bette Midler with Marcia and John Goldman at Raising Hope. Bette Midler with Joe DelGreco (far right) and family at 
DelGreco & Co. reception for NYRP.

Bette Midler with Cathy and Mike Podell at Raising Hope.  

In February, NYRP Founder Bette Midler performed at Raising Hope, the biennial gala supporting the University of California, San Francisco's Comprehensive Cancer Center.

Though they live far from NYRP work sites, many friends from San Francisco have generously supported our work, including Marcia and John Goldman, and Cathy and Mike

Podell. Back on the East Coast, Joe DelGreco and family hosted NYRP supporters for a lovely reception in March at the DelGreco & Company furniture showroom in 

Manhattan. DelGreco (www.delgrecoandcompany.com) is donating 3% of total sales in 2007 to support the work of NYRP.  As the song says, “You gotta have friends”…and

we are deeply grateful for ours!
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NYRP has received generous fund-
ing from Toyota to transform an
East Village community garden

into a children’s outdoor learning garden.
Located on East 11th Street, this is an ideal
spot, with over 50 public, private, and
parochial elementary and secondary schools
in close proximity. This multi-cultural com-
munity is home to over 22,000 children
under the age of 18.

According to the 2000 census, 25.7% of
families in Manhattan Community District
3, where the garden is located, live below
the poverty level. This historic neighbor-
hood is also lacking in open space, with only
10% of the area preserved as outdoor space.
Our 1,600-square-foot garden provides one
of the few green spots in the community.
Once restored, the Toyota Children’s Learn-
ing Garden will provide K-8 schoolchildren
with hands-on, interdisciplinary programs
based on a Garden Science curriculum we
developed for our Riley Levin Children’s
Garden at Swindler Cove Park.

“Toyota is very excited to support
NYRP and is fully committed to the devel-
opment and maintenance of this communi-
ty garden. We are looking forward to meet-
ing with the design team to create a collab-
orative project that meets the needs of this
community,” says Patricia Pineda, Group
Vice President and General Counsel at
Toyota Motor North America. “Through
real-world, hands-on experiences, the com-
munity garden program will be a tool for
developing the next generation of environ-
mental leaders, while also providing neigh-
borhood residents with an attractive, out-
door retreat.”

To design the garden restoration, we
have commissioned landscape architect
Michael Van Valkenburgh,  the Charles
Eliot Professor in Practice at the Harvard
Graduate School of Design whose firm
MVVA is designing Brooklyn Bridge Park.
“I live in the Village so it’s very important
to me personally to be involved in a public
project here,” says Valkenburgh.

Toyota’s gift will allow NYRP to con-

duct outreach with nearby schools and
youth development programs, and make
substantial capital improvements in the
garden. These will include pathways and
seating areas for outdoor classes; planting
trees, shrubs, and flowers; and building
planting beds, a tool shed, and installing

water storage and composting facilities.
Thanks to Toyota, NYRP can create an
endowment to support school and commu-
nity programs, garden maintenance, and
ensure that the Toyota Children’s Learning
Garden remains an exceptional outdoor
learning facility for years to come. 

B7

Boathouses on the Harlem River before the turn of the century.

I N  T H E  G A R D E N S :

TOYOTA  TO  R E S TO R E  E A S T  V I L L AG E  G A R D E N
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In memory of Ann Richards, a true
legend and our dear friend, NYRP
will create the Ann Richards Memo-

rial Garden. As the 46th Governor of
Texas (1991-1995), Ms. Richards was
the first woman elected to the office,
after serving two consecutive terms as
state treasurer and following a career in
teaching. She died in September 2006
after battling esophageal cancer. Our
dream is to create a garden to honor
Ms. Richard’s indomitable spirit, wit,
humor, and achievements. We hope to

raise $250,000 for this project, which will enable us to hire a landscape designer and
build garden elements. We will also create an endowment for the garden to keep it
green and vibrant for generations to come. Although Ms. Richards was proud to be a
Texan, New York was her second home, and we know that she would be pleased by this
garden created in her honor. Donors to the Ann Richards Memorial Garden will be
acknowledged through signage permanently installed in the garden. To make a dona-
tion, please contact NYRP's Development Office at (212) 333-2552.

Ann Richards and Bette Midler at Hulaween 2003.

REMEMBERING A TEXAS LEGEND
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In August, our community gardens will set
the stage for “Garden Music and Flavors,”
a series of early evening programs cele-

brating cultural connections between tradi-
tional music and culinary heritage. Organ-
ized with Elena Martinez, a folklorist at the
nonprofit City Lore, and funded with grants
from New York State Council on the Arts
(NYSCA) and Goldman Sachs, the four-
part series will highlight two of the most
fundamental treasures found in the gardens’
predominantly African-American, Carib -
bean, and Latino neighborhoods—food
and music!

“In the same way that food often gives
us clues about a cultural identity, music is
also an important expression of who we are.

And sometimes these two
ideas come together,” says
Martinez. “Food analogies
are very common in music.
Jazz musicians are said to be
cookin’ or playing tastefully,
much as Latino musicians
are said to be cocinando or
tocando con sabor. In Span-
ish, the word salsa literally
means ‘sauce,’ especially hot
sauce, which adds sabor (fla-
vor) to food. Musically and
culturally, it is thought of as
Latin essence, much as the
word ‘soul’ has been used by
African-Americans.”  

On August 4, La Troupe Makandal
(www.makandal.org), a group of musicians
and dancers from Port-au-Prince, Haiti, led
by master drummer and Artistic Director
Frisner Augustin, will entertain visitors at our
McLeod Community Garden in East New
York, Brooklyn. On August 11, La Tribu, an
Afro-Caribbean ensemble that celebrates the
Afro-Puerto Rican folk music traditions of
bomba and plena will perform at the Bronx
Community and Cultural Garden in the
Mott Haven section of the South Bronx; and
also on August 25 at the Mildred T. Rhode-
beck Memorial Garden in the Bronx’s Hunt’s
Point neighborhood. And on August 18,
Semilla (www.semillanyc. com), an exciting
collective of young Mexican musicians and

dancers performing traditional Fandango,
will delight folks at our bustling Rodale
Pleasant Park Community Garden in East
Harlem.  

Ms. Martinez will introduce each live-
ly concert, and audience members will have
a chance to interact with the musicians and
get a closer look at their instruments, many
made from gourds, animal skins, and plant
fibers. Following each evening’s perform-
ance, community gardeners will share foods
they have prepared and will showcase tra-
ditional dishes made with ingredients
grown in the gardens.

Our program goal is to use the cultural
commonalities of music and food to open a
dialogue between community members, fos-
ter wider use of community gardens, and
encourage a greater appreciation among the
general public for these rich, cultural tradi-
tions. To read an informative essay by Elena
Martinez on music and foodways, please
visit www.nyrp.org/community gardens.
And for more information about attending
the “Garden Music and Flavors” series,
please contact Sally Mercedes, Program
Event Manager, at (212) 333-2552 or
smercedes@nyrp.org. 
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I N  T H E  G A R D E N S :

G A R D E N  M U S I C  A N D  F L AVO R S

TARGET SUPPORTS OUR COMMUNITY
GARDENS AND MORE!

Gabriel Guzmán of Semilla will perform on August 18 at
our Rodale Pleasant Park Community Garden.

Neighborhood gardeners at our Rodale Pleasant Park Community Garden in
East Harlem host a community dinner, serving dishes cooked with tomatoes, 
peppers, cilantro, and other garden-grown ingredients.

NYRP is delighted to announce a new partnership with Target. 

We will be working with Target over the next two years on the

restoration and endowment of two community gardens, one 

in Brooklyn and another in East Harlem.  Target is also a proud

sponsor of the cocktail reception at our 2007 Hulaween benefit 

gala in October. Since 1946, Target has contributed 5% of federally 

taxable income to support communities where it does business. This giving equates 

to over $3 million a week.  Thank you, Target!
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East Harlem—or “El Barrio,” as it’s more
affectionately known—is an ethnical-
ly diverse Manhattan neighborhood

located between East 96th and East 148th
Streets and the vibrant home to over
130,000 residents (2000 census). But a seri-
ous lack of green open space and healthy
street trees is contributing to the neighbor-
hood’s alarming health concerns. East
Harlem is one of the most ozone-polluted
areas in the country, and a Columbia Uni-
versity study has found that a quarter of all
children living in the neighborhood suffer
from asthma, more than four times the
national rate. A recent story in The New York
Times also reported that as many as one in
five adults suffers from diabetes in East
Harlem.  

Since 1999, NYRP has worked to
green East Harlem with our eight commu-
nity gardens located throughout the neigh-
borhood. Now, as part of the City’s Million
Trees NYC initiative to plant one million
trees in New York over the next decade, we
will be helping to add significant tree
canopy cover to East Harlem, creating
green corridors along residential streets and
main thoroughfares like East 116th Street,
East Harlem’s “Main Street.” Thanks to
grants from the Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent’s Office, The Home Depot, and the
New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation’s Urban and Commu-

nity Forestry Program, NYRP will start by
planting 55 trees this fall, filling about 20%
of the neighborhood’s empty tree pits. 

“TeamDepot” volunteers from The
Home Depot’s new East River Plaza store on
East 119th Street, along with local commu-
nity members, will pitch in to help us plant
native, salt-tolerant varieties, including Wil-
low Oak, Linden, Kentucky Coffee, Catalpa,
Basswood, and Hackberry. In addition, we’ll
be mulching, planting shrubs and perennials,
installing protective fencing, and overseeing
the long-term maintenance of the new trees.
We’ll also be conducting free horticultural
and stewardship workshops to involve
neighborhood residents in the life and care
of their new community assets, such as
watering and aerating the soil. 

Our efforts also contribute to Go Green
East Harlem, an initiative led by Manhat-
tan Borough President Scott Stringer to
beautify and revitalize East Harlem through
greening. With input from community,
business, environmental, and other leaders,
Go Green is set to focus on public health,
parks and green space, sustainable business,
farmer’s markets and nutrition, and afford-
able green construction strategies for the
neighborhood.

The Home Depot’s generous gift to

NYRP will also make it possible to restore a
community garden located on East 117th
Street. The large, open site currently con-
tains a few rose bushes and other perennial
plants but no seating, pathways, planting
beds, or other amenities that would make it
more useful and enjoyable for the surround-
ing community.

This and other community gardens
we’ve restored nearby—such as Linda
Allard’s Herb Garden, the Tiffany & Co.
Foundation’s Family Garden, and Rodale
Pleasant Park Community Garden—serve
as “mini parks” where green open space is
sorely lacking. They also build stronger
communities as vibrant neighborhood
gathering spots, and we’ll keep them active
this summer with our Garden Music and
Flavors series, tea herb workshops with
Celestial Seasonings, film screenings, and
other programs.

In addition to their beauty, street trees
and community gardens help reduce air,
water, and noise pollution, and the effects
of summer heat. East Harlem residents will
also gain economic benefits from an
increased tree canopy, such as enhanced
property values and reduced utility bills. As
New Yorkers are discovering, cleaning and
greening are surprisingly economical ways
to revitalize our city’s under-resourced
neighborhoods. 

N E W  YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C T8

I N  T H E  G A R D E N S :

E A S T  H A R L E M  G O E S  G R E E N

Young trees in protected pits along East 116th Street .

Helado (ice cream) carts are a sure sign of warm
weather and bring the f lavors of mango, cherry, and
coconut to East 116th Street . Mr. Bienvenido Cotui,
above, is a longtime East Harlem resident originally from
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.

East 116th Street is El Barrio’s “Main Street” and prime
shopping district .
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Among the current handful of nation-
ally prominent landscape architects,  

Walter Hood is a renaissance man.
Art, history, and urban planning are just a
few of the interests he and his Oakland-
based firm bring to projects as diverse as the
new De Young Museum in San Francisco;
the Poplar Street revitalization in Macon,
Georgia; a site-specific art installation at
Project Row Houses in Houston; and land-
scape design for the new Virginia Key
Beach Museum underway in Florida. 

When asked, Hood was eager to take
up the challenge of transforming NYRP’s
Baisley Park Community Garden in
Jamaica, Queens, a project funded by rap
sensation 50 Cent’s G-Unity Foundation.
A little under an acre in size, the garden sits
on a corner lot bordered by an embank-
ment and railroad tracks—though active
with vegetable growing, the plot has been
in need of a renaissance.  

“Most gardens are ‘inward focused’ by
design—they are private places unto them-
selves,” says Hood. “Community gardens
turn that notion inside out, and the key to
their success is how you open them up to
become other things.” In Baisley Park, the
plan is to create a learning garden for local
school children and community spaces for
gardening demonstrations and neighbor-
hood activities. NYRP’s long-term goal is to
make its gardens more active, integrated,
and visible in surrounding neighborhoods,
and Hood’s ideas for Baisley Park are an
excellent start.

“Jamaica, Queens, is one of the most
diverse cultural crossroads I have ever
worked in—where else can you get hubcaps
and organic food on the same corner?” says
Hood, who met with local gardeners onsite
in March. “These ‘clashing’ spaces to me are
very American—a confluence of differences
happening within and on top of the histori-
cal grid of the city. It’s a beautiful kind of
formalism, with the diversity playing against
the structure like a kind of baroque orna-
ment. That’s something we can mine as
public space designers. You create a founda-
tion that is aesthetically articulate. And if

it’s successful, it will
transform itself through
human use to create its
own culture.”

Hood’s sources are
broad, from ancient
Egyptian gardens to
French parterres. Like
G-Unity Foundation
Founder Curtis Jackson
(a.k.a. 50 Cent), Hood
often relies on improvi-
sation, sampling com-
ponents from famous
gardens and putting
them together in differ-
ent ways. He likes to
create places where
people can SEE and
FEEL that the environ-
ment has changed, and where imaginations
are let loose. “That’s why NYRP’s gardens
are so important. At the grassroots level,
they interject some of that profound social
and cultural difference that impacts place,”
says Hood. “But public space development
is a constant battle between homogeneity
and difference—it’s easy to maintain some-
thing the same way; it’s very hard to deal
with difference.”

Instead of thinking of the garden as a
lot with boundaries, Hood envisions Bais-
ley Park moving outward, with “fingers”
into the community. As Hood notes, “It
doesn’t take much to break those bound-
aries and change people’s experience of
place—an allée of trees, a series of distinc-
tive planters, or flower beds that reach out-
side the lot line—and then people will
build on that. A space that really becomes
part of the community has to take people
out of the everyday.” 

Hood speaks eloquently of the perfor-
mative aspect of green open space, how it
filters air and water—practical functions
that cities, until recently, have assigned
solely to infrastructure. He’s just as serious
about the historic cultural role of gardens.

“There are centuries of examples of
good civic architecture and civic landscape.

These are gifts to the people—not the 'least
common denominator.' Public spaces should
be where culture literally articulates its view
about how it wants to live. People who are
involved in making these spaces are respon-
sible for elevating them to a place of artistic
beauty that connects people to the world
around them. Therefore, every project
requires the same amount of creativity, prob-
lem solving, and thinking out of the box.”
Are city bureaucrats receptive to his particu-
larly expansive way of thinking?

“You have to be willing to have that
conversation. In my experience, public
works people are knowledgeable and pas-
sionate. Problems arise when you work in
an antagonistic, ‘you don’t understand’
kind of way.” As for the role of community
gardens in the lives of local residents,
Hood’s poetic vision is equally practical,
which makes it all the more compelling. 

“I don’t think everyone in the commu-
nity will come and dig and grow their own
salad, nor should we expect that. But what-
ever goes on in the garden—growing
things, education, cultural programs—per-
meates the local backdrop and can reach a
much wider radius. The garden has the
potential to inspire a set of larger connec-
tions in the community.” 
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WA LT E R  H O O D  B R E A K S  O U T  O F  T H E  B OX

Walter Hood and neighborhood resident Gertrude Duncan at our Baisley Park
Community Garden in Jamaica, Queens.
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Active open spaces make a better, more  
beautiful New York City. Ultimately, 

the key to restoring our parks and
community gardens is getting neighborhood
residents more involved in their use and
care. Our environmental education and
public programs do just that—and we’ve
increased our programs by 70% in 2007. 

With support from The Home Depot,
we’ve published NYRP’s first “Green Guide
of Community Events,” including festivals,
field walks, garden workshops, teas and
cooking demos, and arts and cultural events.
For your free copy of the Green Guide,
please call Sally Mercedes, Program Event
Manager, at (212) 333-2552, or download a
PDF from our website, www.nyrp.org. Here’s
a selection from the more than 50 commu-
nity events on NYRP’s spring/summer cal-
endar—come join us!

SOIL CARE AND VEGETABLE
WORKSHOP
Saturday, June 16 10:00 a.m.
This hands-on workshop, for the beginning
and seasoned gardener alike, will cover
basic soil care and vegetable gardening
techniques. 900 Bedford Avenue
Association Garden.

FLAVORS OF SUMMER
Thursday, June 21 6:00 p.m.
Celebrate the flavors of summer at this

Herbal Tea Party hosted by gardener
Michelle Johnson, featuring floral-, herbal-,
and wild-lemonades. Williamsburg Garden.
Sponsored by Celestial Seasonings.

FAMILY DAY FESTIVAL
Saturday, June 30 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Spend a delightful day on the Bronx water-
front of the Harlem River at this annual
event. Activities include: Farm on the
Moove, hay rides, birds-of-prey demonstra-
tions, face painting, and more! River Park
Towers/Roberto Clemente State Park. Co-
sponsored by River Park Towers Tenants Asso-
ciation and RY Management.

CANNING WORKSHOP
Saturday, July 7 10:00 a.m.
Too many tomatoes? Overwhelmed with
cucumbers? Learn how to save the tastes
from your garden, so that you can enjoy
them all year long! This workshop will
teach the age-old art of canning to save
your summer veggies through the winter
freeze. McLeod Community Garden.

FAST FOOD NATION MOVIE NIGHT
Friday, July 20 6:00 p.m.
Munch on healthy snacks while enjoying a
screening of Fast Food Nation at this year’s
annual family movie night. Greene Acres
Community Garden.

PETER JAY SHARP
HEAD OF HARLEM REGATTA 
AND HARLEM RIVER FESTIVAL
Saturday, September 29 All day.
Cheer on this exciting annual competitive
rowing event at the Peter Jay Sharp Boat-
house. Then stay for a fun-filled festival
celebrating National Estuaries Day in
Swindler Cove Park. Activities will
include: oyster gardening, seining for fish,
storytelling, rowing, face painting, live
music, and, of course, the REGATTA!
Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse and Swindler Cove
Park. Co-sponsored by New York Rowing
Association. 

T hanks to a $10,000 grant from the
New York City Environmental Fund,
NYRP is collaborating with our part-

ners in The Butterfly Project to develop a
school curriculum on insect pollinators and
their environments, such as our city parks
and community gardens. Jane Jackson,

NYRP’s Director of Programming and a sea-
soned environmental educator, is working
closely with Jill Weiss, a curriculum consult-
ant, and Chrissy Word, Coordinator of the
Butterfly Project coalition, which includes
New York Botanical Garden, Wildlife Con-
servation Society, and Clearpool Education
Center, among others. The curriculum is
designed to enhance urban kids’ enjoyment
and understanding of butterflies, bees, and
other insects and their essential role in sus-

taining New York City ecosystems. Our
long-term goal is for participating youngsters
to become active stewards of their local
parks, community gardens, and other natural
resources, and even begin to consider careers
in entomological science or environmental
fields. The pollinator curriculum will be used
by local schoolteachers and NYRP educators
and will serve up to 1,500 schoolchildren
from under-resourced public schools in New
York City each year. 

E N V I RO N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N

OUR NEW “GREEN GUIDE” TO COMMUNITY EVENTS

NYRP DEVELOPS POLLINATOR CURRICULUM 

Great Spangled
Fritillary (Speyeria
cybele) spotted in
our community
gardens.K
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Eric Slayton, NYRP’s newest environ-
mental educator, explores the natural
world through art, and vice versa. The

Nassau County native studied at both Ithaca
College and Cornell University, majoring in
environmental sociology with a minor in
photography, and is currently finishing a mas-
ter’s degree in conservation biology at Anti-
och University. “Art is a creative outlet that
helps me express my personal relationship
with the environment,” says Slayton. “It
picks up where science leaves off.”

Slayton has brought science and art
together with projects for the Wildlife Con-
servation Society. With brother Chad
Seewagen, he has conducted the New York
Bird Monitoring Program since 2004 to col-

lect data on migrating songbirds “stopping
over” in Bronx River Park and other loca-
tions en route from Canada to the tropics. In
addition to taking measurements and band-
ing the birds, Slayton also photographs them
for the WCS. In a side project, his photo-
graphic series Zooborohood, depicting Bronx
Zoo employees in their home and work envi-
ronments, will be exhibited at the Bronx
River Art Center in fall 2007.

As an NYRP environmental educator,
Slayton works to instill a stronger sense of
place in New York City kids, expanding their
world beyond “school, home, and McDon-
ald’s” to include their neighborhood parks.
Conducting forest science activities with stu-
dents from M.S. 324 in the rugged terrain of
Highbridge Park, Slayton’s artistic sensibility
comes through in how he shapes the experi-
ence for kids. 

“It’s important to teach science in ways
that are creative, motivational, exciting, and
even a bit magical,” says Slayton. An excel-
lent example of his approach is the NYRP
spring field trip to Bronx River Park where
students observed migrating songbirds that
had wintered in the Dominican Republic, a
trip that many NYRP students have also
made with their families. 

N E W  YOR K  R E S TO R AT ION  P R O J E C T 11

E N V I RO N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N

NYRP EDUCATOR SEES THE ART IN NATURE 

LOOK WHAT WE FOUND!
Bobbi Kravis, our Swindler Cove Park Ameri-
Corps member and an intrepid photographer,
has been keeping an eye on the praying mantis
population along the Harlem River waterfront.
This graceful adult (above) was seen in the
park in late September. In December, Kravis
counted 90 mantid egg sacks laid on reeds
throughout the Cove—many were eaten by
birds during the fall, but this ice-covered one
(below) had survived through the end of Feb-
ruary. Mantids are carnivores and mostly feed
on insects, but some large species can hunt
small reptiles, birds, and even tiny mammals.
They can live for up to two years and provide
ideal, natural pest control in gardens.

NYRP Educator Eric Slayton and students from
M.S. 324 study plants in Highbridge Park.

Blue-headed Vireo in Bronx River Park.
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Joined by husband Steven L. Hopp and daughter Camille, King-
solver chronicles the year she and her family lived on a farm in
southern Appalachia where they produced their own food. The
book charts the family’s experience through the seasons and crops
that graced their table and lives, producing insightful, revealing,
and often humorous lessons about consumption in our modern
world. Kingsolver makes a compelling case for putting the kitchen
back at the center of family life—and diversified farms at the center
of the American diet. The book is also packed with resources and
tips to help readers learn about and cultivate their own local food. 

In a city known for its massive public works, the idea of ordinary cit-
izens making a personal impact on their own neighborhoods sounds
revolutionary. But Walljasper’s inspiring “how-to” guide shows how
even small projects—like flower boxes and public seating—can
revitalize struggling neighborhoods and give residents an empow-
ered sense of ownership. A senior fellow at the nonprofit Projects
for Public Spaces and former editor of the Utne Reader, Walljasper
cites successful examples from European cities where small commu-
nity interventions have helped to beautify neighborhoods, decrease
crime, and improve local economies.

te’s

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life 
Barbara Kingsolver
384 pages, 2007, HarperCollins

The Great Neighborhood Book: A Do-it-Yourself Guide to Placemaking 
Jay Walljasper 
192 pages, 2007, New Society Publishers

“THE BUDS” JUNIOR COMMITTEE 
On April 27, over 100 New Yorkers helped launch “The Buds,” NYRP’s
new committee for the under-40 set. The kickoff at the Murray Hill hot
spot VIG27 was the first of many fun events to introduce members to
our greening work and each other, including garden activities, and 
bowling, bar, and game nights. Pictured (l to r) are planning committee

members Sally Wolf, Director of Strategic Services at Visible World and a Harvard and
Stanford University alumnus, and Buds co-chair Tracy Myers, a Boston University graduate
with Citigroup (not pictured, Buds co-chair Alex Thain, an MIT graduate with Goldman
Sachs). For more information about The Buds, contact Kristin Dougherty, Development
Manager, Individual Giving, at (212) 333-2552 or kdougherty@nyrp.org.

C E L E S T I A L  S E A S O N I N G S  G R A N T  F O R  
T E A  H E R B  P RO J E C T S  
Thanks to a $5,000 grant from Celestial Seasonings, NYRP is planting a bed of tea herbs
in our Herb Garden, sponsored by Linda Allard and Herb Gallen, in East Harlem. We
will also conduct workshops in several of our community gardens to educate local resi-
dents on the health and wellness benefits of herbs and how to grow them. Our first
workshop was on May 19 at the Jane Bailey Memorial Garden in Bedford Stuyvesant,
Brooklyn, where gardeners learned about the cleansing properties of tea herbs. Celestial
Seasonings has also provided herb planting kits to distribute to our community garden-
ers to start herb gardens throughout our 57 gardens.

KEEPER SPRINGS SUPPORTS OUR 
THIRSTY VOLUNTEERS 
NYRP is delighted to announce a new partnership with Keeper Springs
Pure Mountain Water, a charitable endeavor of environmentalist Robert
F. Kennedy, Jr.  Keeper Springs donates all of its profits after taxes to the

Water Keeper Alliance, a network of environmental groups that safeguard America's public
waterways. In 2007, Keeper Springs will provide bottled water for our volunteer programs
and a selection of community events. Visit www.keepersprings.com for more information.

PRIVATE GARDENS IN
CONNECTICUT 
Sunday, June 24, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Visit magnificent private gardens in Wash-
ington, Connecticut, including the garden
of Linda Allard (above). Enjoy lunch in
Linda’s “dream garden” steeped in floral
perfumes and herb scents.

TEA HERBS WORKSHOP  
Thursday, July 12, 6:00 p.m.
Learn about the many health benefits of tea
from master gardener Classie Parker at
NYRP’s Herb Garden. Enjoy lavender iced
tea and locally grown and canned preserves.

TOUR THE HIGHLINE  
Tuesday, September 18, 5:00 p.m.

Experience an
astonishing view of
New York from the
High Line, the ele-
vated rail line that
is being transformed
into a park in the
sky across the Meat

Packing and Chelsea neighborhoods.

For more information about Bette’s Garden Club
membership and events, please contact Kristin
Dougherty at (212) 333-2552 or kdougherty@
nyrp.org.

NYRP AND PLANNED GIVING
Help secure NYRP's future and make Bette Midler's dream of a cleaner, greener, more
beautiful New York a reality with our planned giving program. Planned giving enables
donors to make gifts of assets during their lifetime or through a will. In addition to the 
satisfaction of giving back to the community, the value of a planned gift may also include
enhanced tax benefits and possibly some return of income. To learn more, please see the
“Join/Give” section of our website, www.nyrp.org, or contact Susan Madden, Chief 
Development Officer, at (212) 333-2552 or smadden@nyrp.org. 
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