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A Letter  
From Bette
I’m so happy to be writing this 
column for our gorgeous and 
brand new newsletter! And you 
know how I feel about looking 
good. But I also believe there’s 
gotta be substance too and you’ll 
fi nd plenty of it in these pages. 
There’s so much going on at 
NYRP that you’ll be as proud as 
I am with all we’ve accomplished, 
and entirely because of your 
ongoing support. 
  Check out the articles and 
you’ll see we’ve been dancing as 
fast as we can to keep up with the 
rising environmental and health 
challenges that face our neigh-
borhoods, our city…and beyond! 
We’ve been rolling out innovative 
strategies and programs that will 
bring far-reaching benefi ts  — for 
the children who learn and play 
in our gardens to improving the 
air we all breathe. 
  It’s a campaign I’m honored 
to be a part of and it’s you all that 
keeps us going. My dear friends, 
many many Mahalos!
 

P.S. Spring sprang sometime 
in January…can you say 
climate change?

NYRP Brings 
“Root for New York 
Corporate 
Challenge” to 
Western Queens 
for Earth Day
On April 19th we teamed up with 
over 100 corporate volunteers to 
plant nearly 200 trees in Garden 
Bay Manor, Queens. Every 
year we challenge companies 
to volunteer to help create a 
greener NYC. This year American 
Express, Delta and Deutsche 
Bank stepped up to the plate. We 
were also joined by CA Technolo-
gies, REI, Marsh & McLennan and 
Fred Alger Management, Inc. 

For the fi fth year in a row, 
NYRP helped JetBlue Airways  
do “One Thing That’s Green,” 
on April 21st, by gathering 
over 500 volunteers to green 
Queensbridge Park and New 
York City Housing Authority’s 
Queensbridge Houses. Volun-
teers planted trees and fl owers 
throughout this neighborhood 
in Long Island City.  The day 
was fi lled with educational 
activities, free giveaways, and a 
surprise outdoor performance 
by singer Jon McLaughlin. 

Gardening season has o!  cially begun! Share your gardening tips with us on facebook.com/NYRPgreen. 
Check out the back page for tips on seed saving. 

@BetteMidler
How about taking the 
plastic bags out of that tree 
near your house? Or on 
your way to school? Just to 
show your appreciation?

NYRP Teams up 
with JetBlue for 
Fifth Annual “One 
Thing That’s Green”

Get Your Free Tree! – Citywide Giveaways May through June
Help us reach one million trees by planting a sapling
in your yard. Reserve your tree of choice online, or 
just show up and choose from those available. All we 
ask in return is your address, which helps NYRP track 

the health and reach of trees in the program. 
Tree giveaway support provided by American Express. 
For giveaway locations and to register, go to 
www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc.

That’s Green” program which 
drew over 500 volunteers.
 MillionTreesNYC celebrated 
a tree-mendous milestone in 
October. With our partner, the 
NYC Parks Department, we 
planted our 500,000th tree, one 
year ahead of schedule. Rooted 
deep in Harlem’s St. Nicholas 
Park, this strapping Pin 
Oak was cheered on by Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, Toyota, 
BNP Paribas, and familiar faces 
from benchmarks along the way: 
the school kids from Teller 
Avenue in the Bronx who helped 
plant Tree  No. 1 in 2007, folks 
from East Harlem where No. 
111,111 was planted in 2008, and 
the Stoneys, whose front yard in 
St. Albans, Queens, is home to 
No. 250,000, a Southern Magnolia 
planted in 2009. 
 In many ways, MTNYC’s 
fi rst 500,000 trees—planted in 
parks, schools, housing projects, 
sidewalks and other publicly 

accessible open spaces—were 
the “easy part.” Private lands 
make up the rest of the urban 
fabric, and reaching out to home- 
and business owners will be 
the key to achieving MTNYC’s 
ten-year goal. NYRP will also 
continue to assist NYC Parks in 
its habitat and reforestation 
e" orts, both on City lands and 
in conjunction with other 
landowners like the National 
Park Service and NY State 
Department of Environmental 
Protection. With your help, we 
will dig, plant, mulch, water, and 
educate until Tree No. 1,000,000 
is in the ground.

MillionTreesNYC: 
Tree-mendous 
Progress
MillionTreesNYC (MTNYC) is 
hosting the biggest tree giveaway 
in the country this spring, dis-
tributing over 5,000 free trees to 
New York City residents. We’ve 
already planted thousands of 
trees this year. Our October tree-
planting days drew hundreds of 
community volunteers to Co-op 
City in the Bronx and the NYCHA 
Pomonok Houses campus in 
Queens, planting nearly 500 trees 
with support from American 
Express and Alcoa Foundation. 
This April we greened blocks of 
Western Queens, thanks to the 
North Star Fund, and planted 
trees in Long Island City and 
Queensbridge Park as part of 
JetBlue’s fi fth annual “One Thing 

NYC Parks Commissioner Adrian 
Benepe, NYRP Executive Director 
Amy Freitag, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
Knicks star Carmelo Anthony, 
PlaNYC Director David Bragdon,  
City Councilman Robert Jackson,  
Patricia Pineda of Toyota, and 
Everett Schenk of BNP Paribas, plant 
the 500,000th tree.

American Express volunteers gather 
around one of 200 newly planted trees. 

Volunteers helped plant 100 trees in 
Long Island City.
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Bette’s 
Garden Club
Members of Bette’s Garden 
Club, NYRP’s patrons pro-
gram, enjoy exclusive  
programs and events through-
out the year, such as this 
private tour of the High Bridge  
with Parks Commissioner 
Adrian Benepe, pictured 
above. Visit www.nyrp.org/
bettesgardenclub to 
learn more!
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with friends and family, as a 
birthday gift to her husband, 
Benjamin—and profi led by the 
Wall Street Journal. Other trans-
formations from 2011 include 
a juvenile center in Brooklyn, 
a psychiatric center in Queens, 
a housing complex in the Bronx, 
and a once-abandoned lot on 
Je" erson Avenue in Bed-Stuy. 
Drawn from a competitive open 
call, these garden projects were 
chosen for their community 
impact and strong local involve-
ment. NYRP’s goal is to expand 
conversations about greening 
and sustainability happening 
in many pockets of the city and 
connect those interests across 
bridges and borders. 
 When local residents have 
exhausted their resources,  “Gar-
dens for the City” makes their 
green dreams a reality. Beyond 
materials, labor, and logistics, 
NYRP brings its expertise in 
garden construction, horticul-
ture, forestry, environmental 
education, and community 
organizing to these small-scale 
interventions. At some sites, 
community members may ask 
for one improvement, but NYRP 
will have the capacity to do 
much more. So start dreaming up 
your neighborhood garden proj-
ect today, and keep an eye out for 
the 2013 “Gardens for the City” 
application at www.nyrp.org.

“The Jackie Robinson Community Garden was overrun by drugs and prostitution in 
the 90s, and I fought hard to turn the area into a clean and safe place. Over twenty 
years later, with NYRP’s help in rejuvenating the garden, we can also make it beautiful 
and inviting.” —Bette Gaether, Jackie Robinson Community Garden, East Harlem, 
Manhattan, 2012 Gardens for the City project.

Five New 
“Gardens 
for the City”

NYRP’s “Gardens for the City” 
program is back with fi ve new 
projects to green and revitalize 
underused open spaces across 
NYC. The 2012 winners are 
The People’s Garden and 462 
Halsey Garden, two community 
gardens in Brooklyn; the Robert 
Fulton Terrace residence towers 
in the Bronx; and P.S. 180 and 
Jackie Robinson Community 
Garden in Manhattan. Since 
New Yorkers know best what 
their communities want and 
need, we selected proposals from 
residents and organizations 
with deep local roots. What these 
folks have in commitment and 
vision, NYRP matches (and then 
some) with materials, muscle and 
expertise to transform concrete 
into green. 
 Our completed 2011 “Gardens 
for the City” are already abuzz 
with activity this spring, like 
the busy schoolyard garden at 
P.S. 123 in Bushwick, Brooklyn. 
This project was funded by NYRP 
supporter Hillary Macklowe, 

“The Carroll Street 
Community Garden 
is a quiet green 
space for people 
who live and work in 
the surrounding 
area, and the new 
design will greatly 
enhance its value to 
the community.” 
—Justin Potter, Carroll Street 
    Community Garden Leader (Left)

Small Garden, Big Picture
n e w  y o r k  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  ( n y r p ) 

Carroll Street Community Garden 
Undergoes Total Renovation



Middle Left: Deborah Marton, NYRP 
Sr. Vice President of Programs, shares 
design ideas with Carroll Street Garden 
members at a community meeting.

What is a 
bioswale?  
A landscape design element 
that captures stormwater to 
decrease combined sewer 
overfl ows into New York 
waterways. When it rains, 
NYC’s combined sewer system 
mixes water from buildings 
and storms which regularly 
cause an overfl ow into our 
waterways. Bioswales use 
plants, compost, stones, and 
other materials to create a 
sloped, meandering course 
for runo"  that fi lters out pol-
lutants from city streets and 
rooftops, improving water 
quality for everyone.

Bioswale Rendering

Moisture Tolerant 
Plant Material

 2' Min. Soil Depth
Perforated Pipe in 
Gravel Bed Connected 
to Drainage System

 The Carroll Street Community 
Garden project launches NYRP’s 
new strategy to tie urgent local 
needs into a wider network of 
ecological and municipal systems 
and interface more extensively 
with community organizations 
and government agencies. Neigh-
borhood residents prize their 
3,000-sq.-foot corner plot for its 
native plantings, vegetable gar-
dening, and patio. But the garden 
sits within what the NYC Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion has identifi ed as a seriously 
overburdened “sewershed.” 
Just blocks away is the polluted 
Gowanus Canal, added in 2010 to 
the EPA’s National Priority List 
of Superfund cleanup sites. 
 To discuss these environ-
mental concerns and learn what 
residents love most about their 
garden, NYRP hosted a series 
of lively community meetings. 
We then proposed “multitasking” 
interventions that preserve these 
features while working behind 
(or under) the scenes to divert 

runo"  from the City’s combined 
sewer overfl ows. The garden’s 
innovative plan—designed by 
NYRP’s Director of Design, 
Yvi McEvilly, former High Line 
VP of Horticulture and Park 
Operations, Patrick Cullina, 
and landscape architect and 
Columbia University professor 
Richard Alomar, ASLA, of Stantec 
Consulting—will capture about 
14,000 gallons annually through 
porous pavers, a rainwater col-
lection and fi ltration system, 
“bioswale” tree pits and sustain-
able plantings on sidewalks, and 
special gutters along the right of 
way. With NYRP’s advocacy, we 
hope this model of best practices 
in stormwater management 
will inspire more interventions 
throughout the neighborhood.
 This exciting pilot project is 
generously supported by private 
funding from the fragrance 
leader Jo Malone London and a 
matching grant from NYC DEP’s 
Green Infrastructure program. 
Stay tuned for updates!

The Power of 
Private-Public 
Partnership

“While one city 
agency may not 
undertake work 
on land controlled 
by another 
agency, private 
entities can 
and will. [The 
NYC Green Infra-
structure Plan] 
alleviates the 
long-established 

‘silo’ behavior 
imbedded in city 
bureaucracies by 
encouraging 
private landown-
ers and others 
to work cross-
jurisdictionally.”

g o o d d i r t  s p r i n g / s u m m e r  2 0 1 2

When rain falls, waters rise—and RISE—at the 
corner of Carroll Street and 4th Avenue in Brooklyn, home 
to New York Restoration Project’s Carroll Street Community 
Garden. Flooding has long been a headache on the block, 
but the ill effects of untreated stormwater surging the City’s 
sewer system reach far beyond this single neighborhood. 
That’s why residents were thrilled when  NYRP committed 
to a garden restoration that would fulfill their dream for 
open green space, help control runoff, and improve New York 
water quality.  

Turf or 
Groundcover 
Filter Strip
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— Amy Freitag, NYRP Executive    
       Director, from New York Times 
     “Letter to the Editor,” 
       March 16, 2012

Flooding on the corner of Carroll Street and 4th Avenue during an intense storm.



Thank you to our 
corporate sponsors:
MillionTreesNYC Lead Sponsor 

MillionTreesNYC Supporters 

NYRP Education Sponsor  

ment,” says the 14-year-old. 
“But there’s only one tree on my 

block. People keep building 
and building, and there won’t 
be any more trees if we don’t do 
something about it.”
 Nate’s passion for nature has 
been stoked by hiking trips to 
Yosemite and Grand Teton 
National Parks with parents 
Ellen and Sam, and reading 
Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax. He has 
recycled for years and even stood 
up to schoolyard taunts of 

“eco-freako” to educate class-
mates on the importance of 
planting trees. By being a leader 
in environmental stewardship, 
Nate Newhouse is living one of 
Judaism’s highest principles,
 tikkun olam—“repairing the 
world.” Greening New York with 
NYRP is a great way to start.

“Nate-ure Boy” 
Plants Trees and 
Inspires Hearts
Nate Newhouse has a passion for 
trees, and a creative way to show 
it. Preparing for his Bar Mitzvah 
last year, he had the bright idea 
to dedicate community service 
hours to greening NYC and 
contacted New York Restoration 
Project to volunteer. Since then, 
he has pitched in at tree plant-
ings in Queens and Coney Island, 
pruned cherry trees at Swindler 
Cove Park, and created his own 
website to encourage donations 
in lieu of Bar Mitzvah gifts, 
raising over $17,000 for
 MillionTreesNYC.
 “I really love trees. They make 
me feel more relaxed and give 
a more comfortable environ-

Seed Saving: 
How to Save
and Sow 
Tomato Seeds
Saving: Select several ripe 
tomatoes late in the growing 
season. Squeeze the seeds into 
a strainer and rinse thoroughly. 
Spread them out on a paper plate 
to dry. Finally, store seeds in a 
cool, dry place until ready to 
sow next year.
 Sowing: Sow seeds indoors 
at least 6 weeks before the last 
frost of winter. Fill small con-
tainers with soil and place seeds 
about 1/4 inch deep. Keep moist; 
place in a sunny window; seeds 
will germinate in 1-2 weeks. 
When the ground warms up, 
move plants outdoors to larger 
containers or plant 2-4 feet apart 
in full sun. As they grow, sup-
port tomato plants with cages 
or trellis. (Source: Seed Savers 
Exchange, www.seedsavers.org)
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New Leaf 
Restaurant & Bar
New Leaf Restaurant & Bar, 
transformed by NYRP and 
Bette Midler from a rundown 
hot dog stand into a celebrated 
fi ne-dining establishment, is 
celebrating its 10th anniversary. 

This summer,  drop by to taste 
cocktails infused with herbs 
straight from the on-site herb 
garden! We recommend the 
Orange Basil Mojito. Remem-
ber, all proceeds support NYRP. 
Bring your NYRP membership 
card to receive a 10% discount. 
To join or renew your mem-
bership, visit www.nyrp.org/
member. 

For More Information 
Please Contact:
New York Restoration Project
254 West 31st Street, 10th f loor
New York NY 10001
tel  212.333.2552
fax  212.333.3886
info@nyrp.org

Bette’s 
Book Corner

American Grown 
by Michelle Obama
(2012, Hardcover 
Random House, Inc.)

First Lady Michelle Obama 
tells the story of the White 
House Kitchen Garden 
and the invaluable lessons 
learned about the impor-
tance of access to healthful, 
a" ordable food for families 
and communities across 
America. Very timely and 
truly inspirational!

n e w  y o r k  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  ( n y r p ) 

Cities were originally designed to keep nature out. 
Now we know better. NYRP works on many levels to bring 
nature, and all that it does for us, back into the city.

Hundreds of NYC Students 
Join NYRP’s Naturemania 
NYRP’s spring break education program, Naturemania, held at 
Swindler Cove Park from April 9-13, brought out hundreds of kids for 
a week of hands-on learning. Students, teachers and parents escaped 
into a world of wild animals, aquatic nurseries and forests thick 
with possibility. This year’s theme was Engage Your Senses. NYRP’s 
education team led participants in activities designed to use their fi ve 
senses to observe, interpret and engage the world around us. NYRP 
education programs are supported by Target.

Nate Newhouse, with parents 
Ellen and Sam, volunteers with 
NYRP to plant trees.

Children create fl owers to serve as borders for tree pits while using their senses
of touch and sight. 

@BetteMidler
On @frozenplanet all the 
evidence of global warming 
but no discussion of the 
causes. Why not?
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Save the date!
Hulaween

Join Bette Midler and friends 
to benefi t NYRP! 
October 31, 2012
The Waldorf=Astoria
New York City
Shown above, Bette Midler 
and Douglas Durst, winner 
of the Green God Award, 
at Hulaween 2011. 


