
Print
Our
Pages
NY1.com
offers a print-
friendly format
for all our
stories – just click on this button
at the bottom of each article.

David Groshen's Salon East

Search NY1 Choose Video Submit Submit

TOP STORIES

WEATHER

FULL SEARCH

NEWS BEATS
Politics / NY1 ItCH
Education
Transit
Law Enforcement
Fortune Business

BOROUGHS
Manhattan
Brooklyn
Queens
Staten Island
The Bronx

WTC SECTION

NY1 FOR YOU

NY1 LIVING
Entertainment
Health
Home
Money Matters
Movie Reviews
Museums
On Stage
Parenting
Pets
Technology
Theater Reviews
Travel
TV Reviews
Video/DVD Reviews
Web/Game Reviews
Whipple's World
Zagat Reviews

FEATURES
In The Papers
One on 1
NYer of the Week
This Day in History
Lottery

SPORTS
Scholar/Athlete

WEEKEND
FEATURES

SPECIAL
REPORTS

POLLS

 
  February 14, 2005 On NY1 Now: On NY1 Now: News Al l  DayNews Al l  Day Weather: Soggy Afternoon, High 41       

Top Stories

Vistors Flock To
Central Park To
See The Gates

FEBRUARY 12TH, 2005

It's a dreamy image, a wintry Central Park
transformed into a maze of flowing saffron. 

For artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude, it's a
dream come true. “We are extremely happy,” said
Jeanne-Claude. 

Thousands of people turned out Saturday for the
official start of Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s
project “The Gates.” The artists were greeted like
rock stars with loud cheers. 

And like it was New Year’s. The crowd counted
down to Mayor Michael Bloomberg unfurling the
first half dozen orange curtains at the Sheep
Meadow. 

Then the workers took over. Throughout the
morning, teams of eight unleashed the rest of the
more than 7,500 curtains, turning Central Park
into the city's largest work of art ever. 

“It's much harder than it looks, but thankfully we
had a four-hour training session,” said Kevin
Chwoebel, one of the workers. “We were taught
how to actually hook the hook into the pull tab on
the gates.” 
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It wasn't part of the intricate installation plans,
but as the tarps came down along 23 miles of
pathways, some visitors scooped them up as
souvenirs. 

“I had to promise to keep and not throw it away,
and indeed I will,” said Theresa Momberger, who
grabbed one of the tarps, which had covered the
curtains. 

As the curtains opened up like rows of dominos,
the result was nearly identical to the vision
Christo had put on paper. For 26 years, it had
been just that – a concept. The artists could not
win approval until Mayor Michael Bloomberg came
into office. 

Yet, with thousands of blazing orange archways
all around, the work in full bloom, Christo and
Jeanne-Claude had little to say. They wanted the
work to speak for itself – or the people behind
the scenes. 

“If you like to talk to somebody, talk to the man
who make the fabric,” said Christo. 

That man, Stephan Schilgen, said: “We produce it
in Germany, 360 grams per square meter, rip
stop woven.” 

“I call it the 7,000 shmatas,” said former Parks
Commissioner Henry Stern. “But if people like it
and enjoy it and it's harmless, than hang them up
and take them down in a couple of weeks.” 

So what's a New York City spectacle without
serious merchandising? Since the gates are only
up for 16 days, a lot of people want mementos. 

Sales of souvenirs at the Dairy Barn benefit art
and parks in the city. None of the money goes to
the artists, who paid the entire $21 million price
tag for the gates. 

“Nothing but beauty,” said documentary
filmmaker Albert Maisles, who is chronicling the
mammoth undertaking. “It's what we need more
than anything, adding something to nature. Like a
rainbow, and like a rainbow, it's beauty is
temporary.” 

Now the throngs of visitors have a chance to not
only view, but experience this unique artwork. 
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“I think it’s great,” said Manhattan resident
Joseph Jakuvauskas. “It kind of brings everyone
together in the park, and it gives it life. It’s kind
of a dull part of the year, and there's no color,
and now you look around and all this saffron is all
over the place. I think it’s terrific.” 

Among the many visitors to the park were people
who have taken part in other Christo projects 

“The impact it has on the people who participate
is more than one can imagine until you've been
there and done that,” said one of the former
worker, Janet LeBlanc of South Carolina. 

Many people in the park were pleasantly surprised
by the vastness of the display and its devotion to
detail. 

“I think it’s fantastic,” said John Ewing of
Manhattan. “I didn't realize that the banners
would be pleated, so they're billowing in a way
that's just gorgeous.” 

This emerald jewel in the middle of Manhattan
was simply sparkling, as if it were given a new
accessory to enhance its appearance to shed the
winter doldrums. 

“I think that this art is so beautiful,” said Gabriella
Dufwa of Manhattan. “It makes you happy, and to
me it feels like the re-vitalization of New York.” 

One visitor felt that the installation will highlight
the park's profile. “This is giving the park a new
identity,” said Eva Poetteris of Germany. “I really
like that, a completely new face to New York.” 

But not so fast. New Yorkers are a critical bunch 

“You can call me a philistine, but I don't really see
anything special,” said of Queens. “It’ OK. I think
the park looked fine as it was. I feel like the little
boy in ‘The Emperor's New Clothes’ saying I don't
see anything special about it.” 

The gates are up until February 27. 
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